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Welcome
Commissioned Corps Status
0 1122 Commissioned Corps Pharmacists.
0 We are currently still in a hiring “pause”. However, there has been discussion
this week about some potential movement and activity at the highest levels. The
CPO Board and PharmPAC are working to prepare for the lifting of the pause
when it occurs to respond effectively. Stay tuned for more information.
0 The Surgeon General will also soon be selecting her OSG team and will include a
new Deputy Surgeon General and Chief of Staff. In the meantime, our very own
CDR Davis has been acting as the Chief of Staff and we thank him for his efforts.
0 We all realize that there have been many recent transitions in the Office of the
Surgeon General as well as discussions regarding the Corps hiring status, the
ACA and personnel changes. The Management Review of the OSG and
Commissioned Corps as well as a Mission Review process for the USPHS is

almost completed. To sum it up briefly, we had a Flag call this week with the
Surgeon General and | am pleased to say it seems many of these issues are
moving forward and we will see activity in the very near future. What | can say
now is continue to do the wonderful work you do and be ready to participate
and engage in our Corps and mission activities as they are unveiled.

0 Please note once again that recruiting activities have NOT ceased or paused.

COERs.

0 2010 COER went live Wednesday Oct 6. Please proceed with the 2010 COER in
order to get the COER into your files in a timely fashion with regard to the
promotion process.

= |nitiate the COER: 6 OCT 2010;

= COER to Rater: 20 OCT 2010;

=  COER to Reviewer for Initial Review: 3 NOV 2010;
=  COER returned to officer: 17 Nov 2010;

= COER to Reviewer for final review: 1 DEC 2010;

=  COER due to officer's eOPF: 15 December.

0 Please refer to the CCMIS website COER section for additional information.
http://dcp.psc.gov/COER resources 2010.aspx

Uniform Advisory Committee

0 The Uniform Advisory Committee (UAC) has met and worked on various
uniform-related topics. LCDR Andrei Nabakowski, our representative on the UAC
is in constant communication with me for updates. Please continue to check the
CCMIS webpage for uniform updates.




Billets.

0 Pharmacy billet implementation was scheduled to begin in Oct; however there
will be a slight delay. CDR Mike Crockett, PAC Career Development section lead
can brief you further.

Readiness.
0 Currently OFRD and MAB have worked out improved processes. Please follow
the following guidance from OFRD:
=  Only use the Fax Coversheet provided by OFRD. Can be found at
http://oep.osophs.dhhs.gov/ccrf/MAB Fax Coversheet.pdf
= Review status on Direct Access on the Projected Status tab
» Send immunization questions/issues/problems/complaints to MAB-
IMMUNIZATIONS@hhs.gov
= Send other readiness questions/issues/problems/complaints to
OFRD@hhs.gov
O CDR Nate Yale from the PharmPAC can give additional information.
OBC Pinning Ceremony.
0 OBC Graduation schedule is on CCMIS page: http://dcp.psc.gov/COTA/OBCD.aspx
CPO Initiatives
0 Two new collateral duties of significance have been announced that will assist
the CPO with duties and activities for the category.

= An email went out to PHS Pharmacy Listserve in Sept to congratulate
CDR Laura Pincock as the new (and first) FDA Senior Pharmacy Advisor to
the CPO. Laura is a tremendous asset to our category and has been
involved in many initiatives. Congratulations Laura.

= Anannouncement also went out in September for a volunteer to serve
as Special Assistant (SA) to the CPO. | have made a selection and it will
be LCDR Christopher M Jones, from FDA. This is the first time we’ve had
this position and it provides a unique opportunity for individual career
development, officer leadership and team-building skills.
Congratulations to Chris. Due to the high quality and number of
applicants for this position, | have considered and added a second
person to serve much like an incumbent and incumbent-elect position to
ease transition next year when LCDR Jones has completed his term. This
will be LT Yiying (Coco) Tsai. Both LCDR Jones and LT Tsai bios are below.
As you can see, they are both outstanding officers. Congratulations!

0 The Federal Pharmacy Chiefs from DOD and VA have unanimously responded to
a call-to-action to begin development of enhanced federal pharmacy consensus
on scope of practice and pharmacy practice. We are commencing activities and
will have updates at the Joint Forces Pharmacy conference and Federal Forum of
ASHP. APhA is supporting us in this process.

0 We may be looking for recruitment section volunteers in the near future for
additional initiatives. Please consider this as a great way to get involved with the
PAC, help our category flourish and support the overall Corps mission.

Best,
RADM Scott Giberson
Chief Professional Officer, Pharmacy



Special Assistant to the CPO: LCDR Christopher M. Jones, Pharm.D.

LCDR Jones is currently on detail to the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP)
serving as their New Media and Senior Public Health Advisor. His primary focus is on prescription
drug abuse communications and policy; however, he also works on various public health topics for
ONDCP. His permanent duty station is FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) where
he serves as the Team Leader of the Safety and Risk Communication Team within the Office of
Communications. His first assignment as a PHS Officer was in CDER’s Division of Drug Information.
Prior to joining the PHS, LCDR Jones worked in the Strategic National Stockpile at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and as a Clinical Pharmacist for CatalystRx, a pharmacy
benefits administrator

LCDR Jones has served as the Secretary of the JOAG Policies and Procedures Committee, and has
worked on the JOAG Communications and Publications Committee and the PharmPac
Administration Section.

LCDR Jones earned his Bachelor of Science degree from Reinhardt College and his Doctor of
Pharmacy degree from Mercer University. He is currently completing his Master of Public Health
degree at New York Medical College School of Public Health.

Special Assistant-Elect: LT Yiying (CoCo) Tsai, PharmD, MPH

LT Tsai works in the Office of the Commissioner with the Office of Critical Path Programs at the Food
and Drug Administration. She is responsible for working with the FDA Data Standards Council and
coordinating with both internal and external collaborators in establishing terminology standards for
FDA regulatory implementations.

She received her Bachelor of Science degree in Biological Sciences from University of Maryland,
College Park in 2004. After working at the National Institutes of Health as a Post-BS Intramural
Research Training Award Fellow, she attended University of Maryland, Baltimore. She received her
Doctorate of Pharmacy and Master of Public Health degrees from University of Maryland, Baltimore
in 2009. As a graduate student, she worked with the Indian Health Service and the Navajo Nation on
developing the Navajo Nation HIV Code and Policy. LT Tsai joined the FDA and PHS in 2009. She
currently serves as a reserve pharmacist on the PHS-1 Rapid Deployment Force Team and an adjunct
faculty of the Officer Basic Course training.



