
 

    HISPANIC OFFICERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of the HOAC Meeting Held Via Teleconference On 

June 14, 2012 from 1200 -1330 EST 
 

Next Committee Meeting:  
June 14, 2012  

1200 - 1330 hours EST 
Via teleconference 

  Teleconference Number 1-888-560-9691  
                           Pass code: 2248641 

   
VOTING MEMBERSHIP 

Attendance Rank Last Name First Name OPDIV Category 
Present CDR Aizvera Jeasmine NIH, Bethesda, MD HSO 
Present LCDR Alicea Edgardo USCG, Portsmouth, VA MED 

Unexcused LCDR Alicea Candido NIH, Ft Frederick, MD SCI 
Present LCDR Aviles-Mendoza Guillermo HHS, Washington, DC HSO 
Present LCDR Baez Osvaldo BOP, Ayers, MA HSO 
Present LCDR Castillo Carlos PSC, Rockville, MD HSO 
Present CDR Crowley Lorena DHS, Plugersville, TX NUR 
Present LCDR Cruz Miguel CDC, Atlanta, GA HSO 
Present LCDR Martinez Maria BOP, Fairton, NJ HSO 
Present LCDR Rael John IHS, Alburqueque, NM HSO 
Present LCDR Reeves Marybel BOP, Edgefield, SC NUR 
Present LCDR  Rodriguez Luis CDC, Ft Lauderdale, FL EHO 
Present CDR Rondon Luis  USCG, Arlington, VA MED 
Present CDR Ruano-Rossil Jorge FDA, Irvine, CA SCI 
Present LCDR Sancho Alfredo FDA, Rockville, MD SCI 
Present LT Sandoval Michelle CDC, Los Angeles, CA HSO 
Present LT Santiago Yvonne FDA, Jamaica, NY HSO 

Unexcused CAPT Soto-Torres Lydia NIH, Bethesda, MD MED 
 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
Members Present: 
CAPT Laura Aponte, LCDR Eduardo Faytong, LCDR Frances DeJesus, LCDR Antonio 
Vargas, LT Elizabeth Russell, LT Diana Vargas, LCDR Mollie Ayala, LTJG Helen 
Hernandez 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
 Welcome and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order at 1201 by LT Yvonne Santiago and roll 

call was started. When roll was completed 16 voting members were present and quorum was 
established. Few other members joined the call afterward. Meeting Minutes from April were 
passed.  
 

 
II. ACTION ITEMS    



 

• Status of Newly Elected Members: CDR Ruano-Rossil updated the two newly elected voting 
members on their status. Letters were sent to OSG and their appointment term once approved 
will have commenced on June 1, 2012. There were some technical difficulties encountered 
during the process 

• HOAC Survey (LTJG Helen Hernandez): The Survey has gone live as of Monday June 11, 2012. 
Approximately 18 people have completed the survey. The survey will be open until June 30th. 
The committee would like to review the data obtained from the survey in July. The goal of the 
survey is to collect data regarding issues confronted by Hispanic/Latino Officers within the 
USPHS. Please take some time to complete the survey if you haven’t already done so. 

• VIP for the MOLC Awards Ceremony being held during the Symposium 
o ADM Epifanio Elizondo graciously accepted our invitation to be our VIP during the 

ceremony. He will be presenting the Juan Carlos Finlay Awards on our behalf to the 
recipients 

 
Juan Carlos Finlay Award & Special Assignment Award: The recipients if the 2011-2012 Juan 
Carlos Finlay Awards are: 
 CDR Ivonne Arena: Notable/Significant Achievement 
 CDR Madelyn Reyes: Career Dedication 

• Discussion of Fundraising for HOAC (LCDR Castillo): We have requested guidance in writing 
from MOLC regarding raising money for HOAC on May 24, 2012. We have not received a 
response as of yet. LT Sandoval states that there was a discussion during the last MOLC Meeting 
regarding this and MOLC reached out to the OSG for guidance. We will be selling coins during 
the Symposium. There are only 22 left in total so please get them while supplies last.  

• COA Symposium (dinner, telephones, contact, booth schedule times) (LT Sandoval) 
o We need volunteers to represent us at the MOLC Booth during the allotted times. LT 

Sandoval has sent out an email with the information. We are also planning a social 
gathering during Symposium for everyone to meet and greet. 

• Discussion of a plan to redesign the HOAC Logo (Banner & Coin) (CDR Luis Rondon, LCDR 
Osvaldo Baez) 

o An email was sent out with a proposed new coin/logo for HOAC. More information 
regarding the history of the original HOAC Logo and the process for changing the logo 
needs to obtained.  

• Update of Charter & Bylaws: Currently the Charter & Bylaws subcommittee is working on 
updating this document. A copy was sent out via the listserv for feedback from members. 
Please contact LCDR Marybel Reeves with any comments by the end of the month. Pay special 
attention to the areas regarding Voting Member responsibilities and privileges. Also the 
committee would like for each of the other subcommittee to document any processes in SOPs 
to ensure an easier transition at the end of the year.  

• Discuss Quorum/Absences: To all voting members, if you cannot attend a meeting you must 
notify the HOAC Chair & Secretary. Two unexcused absences can be grounds for dismissal as a 
voting member.  

 
 
 
III. SUBCOMITTEE REPORTS  
 
 
Charter and Bylaws Subcommittee: The subcommittee is working on updating the charter and bylaws. 
Communication and Public Relations Subcommittee: Nothing to report  
Nomination and Membership: Nothing to Report 
Recruitment and Retention Subcommittee: LCDR Sancho stated the subcommittee is working on 
updating the trifold and developing a checklist to be posted on the website with information for 
anyone interested in becoming a member of HOAC. 
Nothing to report at this time  



 

Education and Outreach Subcommittee: Working with the bylaws subcommittee on updating the 
charter and bylaws. 
Awards and Recognition Committee: Juan Carlos Finlay Awards will be presented at Symposium. LCDR 
Rael stated that soon he will contact the committee to have a meeting to discuss some of the goals 
that need to be achieved by the end of the year.  
 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Reports  
 
MOLC Representatives 
 
LCDR Alfredo Sancho & LT Michelle Sandoval stated the MOLC Breakfast will be Wednesday, June 20th 
at 0730. The breakfast will take place during the Symposium and awards will be presented by all 
CMAGs. There are limited seats so if you wish to attend please contact CDR Ruano-Rossil and let him 
know you wish to attend.    
 
 
VICE CHAIR 
      
Nothing to report. 
 
SECRETARY 
       
Nothing to report. 
 
If there are any new or old agenda topics to be discussed at our next meeting, please email them 1 or 2 
weeks in advance. 
 
TREASURER  
 
Discussed earlier that he was working on finding ways for us to fundraise once he receives word from 
MOLC. 
 
 
Discuss Quorum/Absences: To all voting members, if you cannot attend a meeting you must 
notify the HOAC Chair & Secretary in order to be rated as excused. If an officer is going to be 
absent, he/she will need to identify an alternate officer to take his/her place in the voting 
process. The alternate should be a non-voting member (general members are defined as those 
members who can participate in all HOAC activities, but have no voting privileges).  This 
alternate should be familiar with the voting member’s responsibilities in HOAC.  This provision 
is specifically designed to encourage the participation of HOAC general members, but also to 
prevent generalized absences.  If an officer fails to provide an alternate officer, he/she will be 
rated as un-excused.   Two un-excused absences can be grounds for dismissal as a voting 
member and request by the Chair through the MOLC of the officer’s voluntary resignation. 
 
End of report. 
 
 
IV. ADJOURN. Meeting was adjourned at 1326 EST. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING :  August 9, 2012  



 

Will be held the second Thursday on a bi-monthly schedule at the SG Conference Room 18-59 at 
Parklawn  Building or via teleconference 
Teleconference number # 1-888-560-9691 
Passcode: 2248641 
 
 
 

HOAC Website: http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/hoac 
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