
 

    HISPANIC OFFICERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of the HOAC Meeting Held Via Teleconference On 

August 12, 2010 from 1200 to 1339 hours 
 

Next Committee Meeting:  
October 14, 2010 

1200 to 1330 hours    
        Parklawn Building Surgeon General 

Conference Room 18-59 
           5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland 

  Teleconference Number 1-888-560-9691  
                           Pass code: 2248641 

   
VOTING MEMBERSHIP 

Attendanc
e Rank Last Name First Name OPDIV Category 

Present  CAPT Aponte Laura OS, Rockville, MD HSO 
Absent CAPT Galindo Carmen BOP, Coleman, FL PHAR 
Absent  CDR Aizvera Jeasmine NIH, Rockville, MD HSO 
Present CDR Cordero Marisol USCG, Cape May, NJ DEN 
Absent CAPT Guerra Marta CDC, Atlanta, GA VET 
Present CAPT Lopez Armando HRSA, W. Palm B., FL MED 
Present CDR Torres Norman HRSA, New Orleans, LA MED 
Absent LCDR Alicea Candido NIH, FT Frederick, MD SCI 
Absent LCDR Martinez Maria BOP, BOP/Fairton, NJ HSO 
Present LCDR Cala Erik IHS, Chinle, AZ THER 
Excused LCDR  Rodriguez Luis FDA, Rockville, MD EHO 
Absent LCDR Molina Daniel HIS, Ada, OK MED 
Absent CDR Roman Abelardo DIHS, Miami, FL NUR 
Absent LCDR Wanca Martha OS, Rockville, MD NUR 
Present LCDR Aguilar Karina OS, NY, NY HSO 
Excused LCDR De Jesus Frances FDA, San Juan, PR HSO 
Absent LT Estevez Carlos BOP, TX THER 
Present LCDR Faytong Eduardo USCG, New Orleans, LA HSO 
Absent LT Sandoval Michelle CDC, El Paso, TX HSO 
Absent CDR Turcios-Ruiz Reina CDC, Atlanta, GA MED 

 
      
      

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 Welcome and Roll Call: LCDR Erik Cala called the meeting to order at 1204 hours 
and roll call was started at 1206 hours. When roll was completed seven voting 
members were present; a quorum of voting members was not obtained.  

 LCDR Cala will send out and email to the voting members in order to approve the 
Meeting Minutes for June 10,2010. 

II. ACTION ITEMS        
 
III. REPORTS 
 

 Chair:  LCDR Erik Cala informed about the e-mail that was sent out by CDR 
Cheng regarding the celebration of MOLC’s 20th Anniversary. There was a meeting 
held on August 11,2010 in which the event will no longer be taking place 
September 2010 rather it has been scheduled for December 10,2010. Dr Benjamin 
(Surgeon General) and Dr Graham are scheduled to attend. The day will be 
comprised of a series of talks in the morning from guest speakers regarding areas 
such as the Care Act and health disparities among minorities. The afternoon 
session will be comprised of panel discussion via question and answer format 
regarding specific health care issues. Speakers have not been chosen yet and 
preferably should be in the DC area.If anyone knows of any suitable candidates 
please contact LCDR Cala or CAPT Aponte. The luncheon will be provided by 
MOLC. We are still waiting to see how much money each minority group will need 
to contribute. 
CAPT Aponte has volunteered to help with the MOLC booth during the event. She 
also suggests that all minority groups have representation. 
This event is to be broadcast via television and LCDR Cala will send out an 
electronic invitation to solicit participation. 
Several names were mentioned as potential speakers: RADM Isabel Garcia (NIH), 
Dr. Calbo (well-known physician in the DC area), Dr. Soto (NIH/HIV program) and 
CAPT Jose Morales. 
 
   No reports from the Vice-Chair. 

 
 MOLC Representative: CAPT Marta Guerra was absent. No Report.  
 Secretary:  LCDR DeJesus excused.No reports.  
 Treasurer: LT Carlos Estevez was absent but the treasury report was reviewed 

by LCDR Cala.  
As stated in the treasury report our current balance is $2,970.29. 
The expenses for the upcoming MOLC luncheon will be coming out of this fund. 
It appears that the funds for ADM Williams plaque have not been withdrawn 
yet. LCDR Cala will verify this with LT Estevez. 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
IV.SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Awards: LCDR Wanca absent and no subcommittee members were present to 
report. 

 Charter and Bylaws: LCDR Faytong stated there was nothing to report. 
 

 Communication and Public Relations: LCDR Rodriguez was excused and LCDR 
Cliatt gave the report. MOLC site is 100% compliant. It is the target that all 
minority group websites will be available at USPHS.gov. JOAG agreed to allow 
for a space in their publication as long as it was done through a junior officer.  
 

 Nomination and Membership: CDR Cordero reported that an email was sent to 
all the PAC chairs to disseminate the HOAC call to membership. Just days after 
this email was sent there were three responses. The announcement continues 
to be advertised in the CC Bulletin as well. CAPT Aponte asked for the time 
frame when the packet would be ready for submission to the Surgeon General. 
CDR Cordero answered that our goal was to have the selection finalized by the 
end of September and sent to LCDR Cala for submission to the Surgeon General 
by the beginning of October. CAPT Aponte agreed with this time frame as 
timing is crucial in order to make sure that the new members will be official 
by 01Jan2011. LCDR Faytong inquired about the term an officer can serve as a 
voting member. CAPT Aponte stated that the bylaws state that it is for 2 
consecutive terms. As for the Special Assignment Award all itemized activities 
list need to be submitted AFTER October’s meeting to LCDR Cala. LCDR Cala 
will email a template of the award and will send a reminder to submit the 
copy of appointment to HOAC and the log (template). CAPT Aponte stated that 
there is only one Special Assignment ribbon for service per membership 
appointment but no more than two. 

 Recruitment and Retention: LCDR Karina Aguilar stated there was nothing to 
report. 

 Education and Outreach: CAPT Aponte reports that the committee met and 
decided to develop a list of activities that will take place for the National 
Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations from across the nation. They will contact 
the office of Minority Health to determine when their events will take place 
and who the guest speakers will be. Emails will be sent out to report on the 
activities that each agency will be doing. We need clearance from the Surgeon 
General in order to organize and participate in any activities. They will also 
coordinate with MOLC for outreach piece. University outreach -  CAPT Aponte 
will touch base with the previous subcommittee chair to find out where we 
stand with this project and follow-up. 

V. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• No announcements to pass. 

 
VI. ADJOURN   Meeting was adjourned at 1253 Eastern time.  



 

 
NEXT MEETING – Next meeting will be held on October 14, 2010 12:00 Eastern 
Time. Meeting will be held at SG Conference Room 18-59 at Parklawn Building or 
via teleconference.  Teleconference Number: 1-888-560-9691 with Pass code: 
2248641. 
 

Draft Minutes prepared by CDR Marisol Cordero  
 
HOAC Website: 
http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/oldHOAC/ 

http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/oldHOAC/
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