
    HISPANIC OFFICERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of the HOAC Meeting Held Via Teleconference On 

June 19, 2008 
From 1200 to 1330 hours 

 
 

Next Committee Meeting:  
August 14, 2008 

1200 to 1330 hours    
        Parklawn Building Surgeon General 

Conference Room 18-59 
           5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland 

  Teleconference Number 1-800-369-1120 
  Passcode 31597 

VOTING MEMBERSHIP 
Attendanc

e Rank Last Name First Name OPDIV Category 

Present CAPT Aponte Laura HRSA, Ocala, FL HSO 
Present CAPT Rupinta Catherine HRSA, Rockville, MD NUR 
Present CAPT Ortiz-Rios Elizabeth HRSA, Rockville, MD MED 
Absent CAPT Sanchez Jose USCG, Sacramento, CA MED 
Present CDR Aizvera Jeasmine NIH, Rockville, MD HSO 
Present CDR Guerra Marta CDC, Atlanta, GA VET 
Present CDR Nichols Nancy IHS, Tuba City, AZ HSO 
Present CDR Perez Joseph USCG, New London, CT MED 
Absent CDR Renteria Madelyn HRSA, Rockville, MD NUR 
Present LCDR Alicea Candido NIH, FT Frederick, MD SCI 
Present LCDR Lambert-Bernardo Hilcia HIS, FT Defianace, AZ PHAR 
Present LCDR Sanchez Angel CDC, Atlanta, GA HSO 
Absent LCDR Valentin-Bon Iris Enid FDA, College Park, MD HSO 
Present LT Arena Ivonne DIHS, Washington, DC MED 
Present LT Cala Erik DIHS, Chinle, AZ THER 
Excused LT Faytong Eduardo USCG, Cape May, NJ HSO 
Present LT Fermin Sonsy HRSA, Rockville, MD HSO 
Excused LT Otero Israel PSC, Rockville, MD HSO 
Excused LT Rivas Rivera Angel DIHS,  NUR 
Absent LTJG Casares Rosalia IHS NUR 

Advocates and General Membership  
Present CAPT Bolte Margaret FDA, Pembina, ND  
Absent CAPT Montoya Evangelina HRSA, Rockville, MD NUR 
Absent CAPT Cuzme Jose IHS, Rockville, MD ENG 
Absent CDR Alvarado-Ramy Francisco CDC, San Juan, PR MED 
Absent CDR Benitez-McCrary Mercedes CMS, Baltimore, MD THER 
Absent  Raggio Tanya  MED 



Present CDR Vantran Alicia USCG, Washington DC MED 
Present LCDR Irizarry Milton USCG, NJ MED 
Excused LCDR Cliatt Janet   
Present LT Martinez Milton   

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 Welcome and Roll Call   CAPT Aponte called the meeting to order at 1203 hours and roll 
call was completed. A quorum of members was present. 

 Meeting Minutes for April 10th, 2008: CDR Perez motioned for approval of the minutes 
seconded by CDR Nancy Nichols. Minutes were reviewed and approved without revision.  

 LCDR Hilcia Lambert-Bernardo present as civilian since she has separated from the Corps. 
She served as HOAC secretary in 2006. CAPT Aponte shared heartfelt appreciation for 
LCDR’s many contributions to HOAC and an award that will be presented in the future. 
Her spot will not be refilled as a voting member until 2009. 

 
II. ACTION ITEMS  

 
A. COF: HOAC was well represented by CAPT’s Aponte, Montoya, Cuzme, LT’s Fermin 

and Cala. Reviewed the keynote lectures addressing the importance of public health 
and our work in the field as CC officers. HOAC was also well represented in the MOLC 
booth where we were able to distribute info about HOAC and sell coins. Appreciation 
expressed to the many who contributed to make it a success. 2009 symposium is in 
Atlanta, GA. Next year, HOAC will be the lead organization for the MOLC Awards 
event in Atlanta. LCDR Van Tran shared how excellent the sessions were for the 
Medical Category. 

B. ASH Reception: The subcommittee has had some difficulty meeting, next meeting 
will be in July by which time CAPT Ortiz Rios will have a handle on Dr. Garcia’s 
calendar and can suggest a date for the reception and the committee can work on 
identifying a site and other details. ADM Kenneth Castro is willing to be present for 
this activity. CAPT Aponte shared how MOLC will be involved in this process and 
MOLC groups will be encouraged to have a representative attend the subcommittee 
meeting to be involved in the process. Ideally the reception would occur some time 
between 9/15-10/15 when celebrations for Hispanic Heritage month are underway. 
The following officers are part of this subcommittee in addition to CAPT Ortiz-Rios: 
CAPT’s Aponte, Rupinta, Montoya, Cuzme, CDR Jose Perez, LCDR Angel Sanchez, LT 
Cala. CDR Renteria has expressed interest in the past as well as LT Fermin 

C. MOLC Report: MOLC met on 6/16/08 and discussed the COF conference as well 
sharing how well the awards luncheon went. Identified the need to reimburse $15 to 
CDR Theodora Bradley from AI/ANCOAC who put the programs together for the event 
as HOAC’s share in addition to APOAC’s share also $15 as the other two groups 
provided financial assistance in other ways. LT Fermin motioned to approve, CDR 
Perez seconded the motion. CDR Aizvera will obtain information regarding where the 
payment is to be sent and provide it to our treasurer LT Fermin.  

D. HOAC Scholarship – The first ever HOAC Scholarship was provided to support 
attendance of a junior officer to COF – Congratulations to LT Cala who won the 
scholarship. This helps ensure HOAC representation, assists a junior officer, and 
offsets issues related to limited organizational funding. Resources for scholarship 
came from COIN project. 



E. Special Assignment Ribbon: CAPT Aponte reminded everyone to keep tabs and a 
running list of all the hours you have worked to support HOAC in order to earn the 
Special Assignment Ribbon. It is much easier to complete this process if one keeps 
this list on an ongoing basis. This is particularly important for officers who have only 
one year appointments.  

 
II. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. CAPT Rupinta, Vice Chair: recently met Lisa Flach Fulcher which was a great 
pleasure – she left her position and has gone to HRSA Contracts office, 
discussed pending recognition from HOAC for her many contributions. 

2. CDR Aizvera, Secretary: will resend list of members and their roles. 
3. LT Fermin, Treasurer: 14 of the voting members have submitted their dues. 

All encouraged to submit their dues. Currently hold $990.23 in checking and 
$1727.15 in savings, for a total of $2717.38. A reminder will be sent to the 
listserv. 

4. LT Otero, Website/Communications: Our website has been down as a result 
of the migration efforts to standardize all PHS websites; a functional staging 
version can be seen meanwhile at “ http://pachoac-stage.shs.net/ ”. Our 
patience is requested during this migration, change and approval process. 

5. LCDR Sanchez, MOLC report: previously shared. 
 

III. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
1. Awards & Recognition: LT Erik Cala reports that 3 awards were presented – at 

the MOLC Awards luncheon to ADM Kenneth Castro, CAPT Evangelina Montoya, 
and CAPT Jose Morales. Acting Surgeon General ADM Galson was present and 
handed out the awards, an unexpected surprise. Also, a plaque to be given to 
Lisa Flach Fulcher for her dedication and service to HOAC for many years and 
the second is for LCDR Hilcia Lambert-Bernardo as previously mentioned. 
Appreciation shared for LT Cala’s prayer at the close of the luncheon. CAPT 
Aponte read a letter from ADM Castro where he expressed his sentiments for 
having missed the luncheon due to flight and scheduling difficulties. 

2. Career & Professional Development: CAPT Elizabeth Ortiz-Rios is Chair, 
discussed benefit of retirement planning seminars. Discussed items for this 
subcommittee, identified mentoring as an opportunity. CDR Guerra offered 
how a program to recruit epidemiologists through CDC may be an avenue to 
identify new officers from CDC. Need to compile the various mechanisms that 
exist to identify new officers – discussed how these recommendations ought to 
be communicated to the MOLC Workgroup focusing on Minority Recruitment in 
the Commissioned Corps. Recommendations included going through the agency 
liaisons as more effective possibly than OCCO resources. ADM Mishoe also is 
our liaison between MOLC and the OSG – CAPT Aponte asked that we access 
help in this effort via MOLC & ADM Mishoe so that we obtain support needed. 

3. Recruitment & Retention: LCDR Candido Alicea reported how he had 
attempted to develop a process to identify new officers of Hispanic descent 
and welcome them and offer linkages for mentoring. However, he has run into 
some difficulty getting this information from OCCO. Suggested that these two 
committees – Career & Professional Development and Recruitment & Retention 
combine efforts. 

4. Charter & By-Laws: LT Faytong is on deployment. LCDR Irizarry is present – 
need to review their tasks. 

http://pachoac-stage.shs.net/


5. Nomination & Membership: CDR Guerra reports they are planning a meeting 
next week. 

6. Readiness: CDR Perez has some ideas for maintaining HOAC officers informed 
about readiness requirements, FMRB criteria. CAPT Aponte suggested obtaining 
info from OFRD about readiness data by ethnic group. Discussed possibility of 
HOAC joining a Latino organization for Naval Officers. Participated in the 
Puerto Rican Parade with the ASH. 

7. HOAC Coin Project: CDR Renteria not present, we are awaiting final counts on 
coins sold during the COF Conference. 

8. Hispanic Lecture Series: LCDR Cliatt unable to join the call, LT Rivas Rivera 
identified himself as interested in helping these efforts. 

 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS – Promotions: Congratulations to all promoted officers, those on the 
call mentioned: LCDR’s (sel) Fermin & Cala. 

 
 
V. Next Meeting 

 NEXT MEETING August 14, 2008 12 noon EST. Will be held 
bi-monthly on the second Thursday of the month, at SG Conference Room 18-
59 at Parklawn Building or by teleconference. 

VI. ADJOURN   Meeting was adjourned at 1330 hours 
 

Draft Minutes prepared by CDR Jeasmine Aizvera  
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