BLACK COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
ADVISORY GROUP (BCOAG)

Teleconference only

Call to Order
* (DR Postelle Birch-Smith, BCOAG Chair, called the January 13, 2011 BCOAG meeting
to order at 1100 EST.

Roll Call & Introductions
* LT Nikkia Powell, BCOAG Executive Secretary, conducted a roll call of voting
members- a quorum was present.
* All non-voting members participating via teleconference were asked to email their name
(including rank) to beoag.org@gmail.com to be included on the attendance list.

Approval of Minutes

*  The minutes from the December 2010 BCOAG meeting were approved with addition of
LTJG Garmen Williams name added to attendance.

Old Business

*  MOLC Health Disparities Symposium- On December 10, the Minority Officers Liaison
Council (MOLC) held its first Health Disparities Symposium in honor of the MOLC’s
20" Anniversary. The day started with introduction of speakers by CAPT Nancy Bill, the
mistress of ceremony, followed by opening remarks from RADM Helena Mishoe, the
MOLC Senior Advisor, on the celebration of MOLC 20™ Anniversary. Dr. Yvette
Roubideaux, Director of Indian Health Service (IHS), welcomed the audience to the
Reyes Building in Rockville, where the symposium was held with nationwide live
broadcast. Dr. Roubideaux mentioned the important issues of health disparities facing
minority communities throughout the country. The U.S. Surgeon General, VADM Regina
Benjamin delivered the Keynote Address and shared with the audience her priorities as
America’s doctor, which focuses on prevention and making a difference in people’s lives.
Later, national experts from multiple PHS agencies shared data and findings from
published literature on disparities and current work addressing disparities and presented
gaps in areas of knowledge and in need of further work. A special thank you to the
BCOAG Officers that served on the Planning Committee and attended the Symposium.

* Hair Policy-White paper submitted through MOLC to the University Advisory
Committee; Dec. 16 reviews began and response is expected 3-9months from
submission. White papers address wearing twist and dreadlocks for female
officers; request these styles be permitted as long as it coincides with the female
uniform police for hair. Update will be provided when available.

« BCOAG Bylaws were approved Dec. 21% 2010. Changes were made to
committee; some committees have been absorbed into others:

o Standing Committees
» Awards, Career and professional development (included
retention/recruitment and mentoring), Communications and Public
Relations, Health Disparities, Community Outreach, Membership

o Ad Hoc Committees
= Charter and Bylaws, Social Committee
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* Bylaws were approved by outgoing and current Chair; no need to OSG approval

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Awards & Historical Perspectives: LT Charlene Sydnor (Chair)/LCDR John Stansberry (Co-
Chair)

* Any officers who have not received their Unit Commendation award and ribbon for their
participation in the 2010 NOLA mission should email me today with their mailing
address and phone number. My email address is sydnorc@mail.nih.gov. Any certificates
and ribbons that are unaccounted for will be mailed to the Agency’s Commissioned
Corps Liaison on Tuesday, January 18", 2011

Career & Professional Development: LCDR Shary Jones
* No report; Thank you for the opportunity to serve and for those who served on the
committee this year.

Health Disparities: LCDR Henraya McGruder
* 19 Fact Sheets were distributed to the listserv earlier this week. They will be posted on
the website. Many officers were not able to access the fact sheets as they were very
large. Please check the website for these fact sheets. May need to pursue further
clearances of these documents.

* 3 PowerPoint presentations will be posted to the BCOAG website to be used by BCOAG
officers. The topics are drug abuse and youth, HIN1 flu, and Seasonal Flu. May need to
pursue further clearances of these presentations.

Information, Website & Communications: LCDR Mivoyel JeanPaul, Webmaster
* Please submit digital pictures of BCOAG officers participating in community service,
recruitment activities, etc. (officers should be in uniform- including ball cap and t-shirt)
using the following instructions:
1. Open your browser and type ftp.bcoag.org
2. You will be prompt to enter username and password (Case sensitive)
a. Username: bcoagOor
b. Password: bcoagl
On your web browser, click on Page and select Open FTP Site in Windows Explorer
You will be prompt to enter your credentials again. Use the same account info from
above (Case sensitive)
Double click on the bcoag pics folder to open it
Create a new folder inside bcoag pics
Name folder as LastName Year and save the desired pictures
Ensure that a brief description of the picture is saved in a word document inside the
folder
NOTE: It is recommended that pictures be submitted from your home computer because
many agencies have firewalls that will not permit access to the ftp files.
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Minority Officer Liaison Council: CAPT Beverly Dandridge
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*  White Oak Commissioned Officers Advisory Group hosted a meet and greet on
1/11/2010. CDR Postelle Birch-Smith presented information about the MOLC at the
event.

* CDR Chang reported that he has had positive feedback regarding the 2010 MOLC
Symposium. The 2010 MOLC Symposium information is now posted on the website
(http://www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/molc).

* Reminder: Each Core Minority Advisory Group (CMAG) needs to reimburse MOLC for
the Symposium Expenses. The total cost due to each of the CMAG groups was $160.

* The MOLC needs to consider hosting a website modification workshop to help manage
each CMAG website. Additional details will be available over the next few months.

AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS

Community Outreach: CDR Monique Fountain-Hanna

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES

Feeding of the Homeless in Tennessee

Activity Lead: LCDR Qiana Coffey

* 3 officers participated with the Helping Hands Mission for two back to back days by

preparing and distributing meals to the homeless in Clarksville, TN. A lot of these
families go without meals on the weekends because of lack of access to shelters on
Saturdays and Sundays. This is the second time officers have assisted this community
with this outreach activity.
Thank you letters have been distributed to those who participated in that event.

DECEMBER ACTIVITIES
SHARE Foodnetwork
Activity Leads: CDR Monique Davis / LT Cindy Eugene
* On December 18, 2010 13 officers braved the cold at 5:30am by assisting with filling
food orders, pushing carts and loading food into vehicles. SHARE serves as a food and
meal package distribution Center for local churches, ministries and outreach organization
who feed the homeless and others in need. There were approximately 20 organizations
that were served that day by officers.
Thank you letters are being prepared and will be distributed to all those who participated.
Healthy Start DC Christmas Celebration
Activity Leads: LCDR Keisher Highsmith and LCDR Aisha Mix
* Healthy Babies Project, Inc Annual Client Holiday Party/Toy Drive in Northeast, WDC.
12 officers and 200 families participated in this event. Volunteers assisted with the
following activities: 1) Set-up (decorations and room set-up); 2) Served as Santa's elves ;
3) Served as room monitors as gift are being distributed; 4) Assisted clients in taking gifts
to cars; 5) Food Distribution; 6) Kitchen Duty; and 7) Greeters.....from what |
understand they also played with babies too!
Thank you letters are being completed and distributed from that event.

JANUARY QUTREACH ACTIVITIES
ATLANTA REGION
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Science Fair Judging
Date: January 13,2011 -CANCELLED due to weather/ will be rescheduled
Activity Lead: LCDR Shane Davis
*  What: Participate as a Science Fair Judge at a local private school for 3rd-11th grade
African American students.
*  Where: Southwest Atlanta Christian Academy, 3911 Campbellton Road SW, Atlanta,
Georgia 30331, ph: 404-346-2080
*  When: Thursday, January 13, 2011 from 8am-12pm
e Attire: PHS T-shirt and ball caps
DC METROPOLITAN AREA
MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Date: Monday, January 17, 2011
Activity Lead: LCDR Paula Carter
e MLK DAY of SERVICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!January 17, 2011 will mark the
25th anniversary of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. federal holiday. This milestone
is a perfect opportunity for Americans to honor Dr. King’s legacy through service. The
MLK Day of Service empowers individuals, strengthens communities, bridges barriers,
creates solutions to social problems, and moves us closer to Dr. King’s vision of a
beloved community.
* What: Looking for officers interested in participating in the MLK Day of Service in the
DC Metro Area. Officers will be engaged in service to the community while helping to
refurbish the environment of a local DC area public school, Spingarn High School.
Activities include: painting and minor repairs (no prior experience necessary)

*  Where: Spingarn High School 2500 Benning Rd, Northeast, Washington, DC 20002-
4806
*  When: Martin Luther King Holiday, Monday, January 17, 2011
10:00am — 2:00pm
e Attire: The uniform of the day will be PHS t-shirt, jeans, and ball cap (no insignia).
* Activity Lead: LCDR Paula Carter cell: 240-997-3498, W 301-594-6131; email:
pcartera@mail.nih.gov

Please send an email to LCDR Paula Carter indicating your desire to participate no later
than Thursday, January 13™. An informational call will be scheduled for Friday, January
14™ to discuss the final plans for this activity. Details for the conference call will be shared
with those who express an interest in volunteering.

“MLK DAY OF SERVICE A DAY ON...NOT A DAY OFF!”

ADDITIONAL ONGOING OUTREACH ACTIVITIES:
LAUREL HS BIOMEDICAL COMPETITION/MENTORING AND CAREER DAY ACTIVITIES
Activity lead: LTJG Garman Williams
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* Several BCOAG officers are continuing to mentor Laurel High School students in
preparation for the 2011 Patriots Technology Bio-medical Competition that will be held
at NIH on Feb 7.

*  Mentoring officers are: LCDR Keisher Highsmith, LCDR Aisha Mix, LT Kami Cooper,
and LTJG Garman Williams. CAPT Beverly Dandridge will be a judge for this event.

* Several BCOAG officers are also preparing to present at the 2011 Laurel High School
Career Day on April 15th.

* Participating officers are: CAPT Brock Hefflin, LCDR Bryna Grant, LCDR Aisha Mix,
LCDR Ivy Simmons, LT Kami Cooper, and LTJG Garman Williams.

NEW ORLEANS OUTREACH MISSION:
Activity leads: LCDR Lorraine Williams and LT Natalie Gibson

* As many of you know, since 2005, in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, BCOAG has
been committed annually to returning to New Orleans to assist communities in the 9™
Ward and surrounding areas who were most impacted by this disaster. The initial
planning for our 2011 Mission has already begun. This year we will partner with the
2011 COF-USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium which is scheduled to be held,
June 20™-23". There will be pre and post symposium community service projects held
throughout the City of New Orleans that will be coordinated by BCOAG and open to all
PHS Officers.

* Because of the enormous scale of this endeavor and the potential for large numbers of
participants, we need your help. For planning purposes, the four focus areas will be
organize into the following subcommittees:

Health Fair

Youth Activity

Hands on / Field Activity
Mental Health

O O O O

If you are interested in serving on a subcommittee, we ask that you complete and
submit your information via the following link by Friday, January 14™;

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dEtJUTJfX3ByY 1BpTHg3MyOxcF
djUIE6MA

Fundraising (PHS Rank Coins): LCDR Jennifer Jones
* PHS Rank coins are available for sale.
* Sale of coins featured in COA publication
* Working on getting BCOAG goins
* Contact LCDR Jennifer Jones or LCDR Ieshia Jones for order forms

Membership: LCDR Lynda Bishop
*  Voting Membership: All six (6) new voting members for 2011-13 term have received
their official Appointment letters from the OSG
* Congratulations to the new members:
= LCDR Michelle Haamid
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= LCDR Karen Beckham
= LCDR Pilgrim Spikes
= LT Zanethia Eubanks
= LT Chinyelum Umejei
= LT Natalie Gibson
* Networking Spreadsheet Update
* Updated Networking Spreadsheet was posted to BCOAG Listserv
* Special Assignment Award
* Nine (9) Special Assignment Award applications were forwarded to MOLC for
OSG approval
Mentoring: CDR Jacqueline Miller
*  Working to organize two forums on “How to get that job”
*  One geared toward junior officers and one toward senior officers
* Please send any recommendations on content that officers feel would be helpful to CDR
Miller at jmillerS@cdc.gov.

Recruitment & Retention: CAPT Beverly Dandridge
Recruitment Subcommittee: [Chairperson- CDR Kofi Ansah]

e Number of volunteer members. 25

¢ Number of active members. 12

*  Were goals established for your committee? Yes.
Goal: Attract at least 20 minorities (new members) to join the Commissioned Corps in
2010.

*  Were goals accomplished as developed? Yes.
Attracted over 100 prospective candidates [4 have been CAD]

e List recruitment events FY10 (Oct 1, 2009-Sept 30, 2010).

e 2010 NOLA Mission (recruitment activity — Xavier University, Southern
University NO School of Social Work) — (2/7-11/10) -New Orleans, LA
2010 APhA Annual Meeting and Exposition (3/12 - 3/15/2010) — DC
Long Island University (3/23/10) — Brooklyn, NY
Hostos Community College (3/24/10) — Bronx, NY
Prince Georges Community College (3/24/10) — Largo, MD
Howard University (4/15/10 & 4/16/10) — Washington, DC
Hampton University (4/9/10) — Hampton, VA
Wake Technical Community College (4/7/10) - Raleigh, NC
Temple University Pharmacy School (10/29/10) — Philadelphia, PA
College of Notre Dame School of Pharmacy (11/9/10) — Baltimore, MD
Recruitment event [11/28/10] - Nashville, TN
Retention Subcommittee:[LCDR Jennifer Jones]
¢ Number of volunteer members. 30
* Number of active members. 15
* Were goals established for your committee? Yes

o Obtain members (accomplished)

o Obtain data on the current separation rate for Black PHS officers (pending)

o Identify the retention concerns of Black PHS officers (survey developed)
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o Develop a resource guide/list for officers (pending survey results.)
o Sponsor a financial planning seminar
*  Were goals accomplished as developed? Yes
o Financial seminar held 12/2/10 and via teleconference 12/22/10. Approximately
40 attendees participated.
o Retention survey developed and distributed to BCOAG membership 11/2010.
Total results pending
*  What retention activities have occurred in FY10?
= Retention survey
= Financial planning seminar
Social: LCDR Morrisa Rice
e Awards Luncheon today (December 9“‘) at 12 noon
* Special thanks to LCDR Stansberry and LT Powell for picking up the food and helping to
prepare for the festivities
* Awards/Certificated handed out
e CAPT Beverly Dandridge given Chair Award

New Business/Open Floor
* 2011 Permanent Promotions — eOPF documents Deadline 1/16/11
* 2011 Executive Board Member & Committee Chairs Elections will be held and new
members in place by February meeting.
e Voting Membership meeting January 28" 10am
Adjournment
e The meeting was adjourned at 1202 EST.
* The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 10, 2011 at 1100.
BCOAG meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month from 11:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.
(EST) in the Surgeon General’s conference room, Parklawn building Room 18-57.

If you are unable to attend and wish to participate via teleconferencing, please call:

Dial: 1-877-798-6354

PIN: 129733
If you are participating via phone from your office, please invite other officers interested in
participating to join you in order to limit the number of lines required.

In order to have your attendance recorded, please email your name, rank and agency to:

bcoag.org@gmail.com.

Respectfully Submitted,

e ) CDR Postelle
LT Nikkia oD
Powe” RN, MSN S:Uesmai|=nikma.poweu@mh.gov,
Date: 2011.02.23 14:27:47 -05'00'
LT Nikkia Powell CDR Postelle Birch-Smith
Executive Secretary Chairperson
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Yoting Members

CAPT Beverly Dandridge
CAPT David Foley

CAPT Michaele Smith * (CDR Terry Harrison)

CDR Postelle Birch-Smith
CDR Monique Fountain-Hanna
LCDR Candece Griffin

LCDR Jennifer Jones

LCDR Shary Jones

LCDR Lynda Lee-Bishop
LCDR Michelle Hammid

* represented by alternate

Non-Voting Members

CAPT Shawneequa Harris
CAPT Kerima Gibbons

CAPT Theresa Watkins-Bryant
CDR Stacy Barley

CDR Kellie Cosby

CDR Tobey Manns-Royal
CDR Felicia Duffy

CDR Oluchi Elekwachi

CDR Terry Harrison

CDR Cedric Guyton

CDR Princess Campbell

CDR Debra Tubbs

CDR Abraham Macekele

CDR Karen Dorse

LCDR Eddie Hall

LCDR Qiana Coffey

LCDR Chekesha Clingman
LCDR Karen Abraham-Burrell
LCDR Nicole Gaskin-Laniyan
LCDR Tarsha Wilson

LCDR Crystal Russell

LCDR Henraya McGruder
LCDR Tchernauia Gregory
LCDR Bryan Grant

LCDR Hamiton-Stokes

LCDR Shane Davis

LCDR Tracy Pace

LCDR Antoinette Percy-Laurry
LCDR Demetres Williams
LCDR Doris Wurah
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Attendance for 13 January 2011

LCDR Karen Beckham
LCDR Morrisa Rice
LCDR Sylvester Smith* (CDR Stephanie
Burrell)

LCDR Pilgram Spikes
LCDR John Stansberry
LT Nikkia Powell

LT Charlene Sydnor
LT Zanethia Eubanks
LT Natalie Gibson

LT Chinyelum Umejei

CAPT Marinna Banks-Shields
CDR Deborah Nixon
CDR Diahann Williams
LCDR Trellis Adams
LCDR Lisa Patterson
LCDR Christy Brown
LCDR Teresa Baptiste
LCDR Ieshia Jones
LCDR Jamar Barnes
LT Jacinta Smith

LT Shakirat Apelogun
LT Katrina Mosley

LT Reginald Smith

LT Chandra Jolley

LT Latorie Jones

LT Hamet Toure

LT Cindy Eugene

LT LaJeana Howie

LT Fleurette Brown-Edison
LT Tamara Rosbury

LT Adora Ndu

LT Carl Olongo

LT Makeva Rhoden

LT Leon Snyder

LT Keisha Johnson

LT Ashleigh May

LT Enoch Boateng

LT Malaysia Gresham
LTJG Nicole Vaughn
LTJG Garman Williams
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LTJG Erica Porter
LTJG Adriane Fisher
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