BLACK COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
ADVISORY GROUP (BCOAG)

Surgeon General’s Conference Room
Teleconference only

Call to Order
* (DR Postelle Birch-Smith, BCOAG Chair, called the February 10, 2011 BCOAG
meeting to order at 1100 EST.

Roll Call & Introductions
* LT Nikkia Powell, BCOAG Executive Secretary, conducted a roll call of voting
members- a quorum was present.
* All non-voting members participating via teleconference were asked to email their name
(including rank) to beoag.org@gmail.com to be included on the attendance list.

Approval of Minutes

*  The minutes from the December 2010 BCOAG meeting were approved with addition of
LCDR Tracy Pace and LCDR Antoinette Percy-Laurry name added to attendance.

Old Business
e January Membership Meeting Held January 28™: New Executive Board Elections
Announced
o Correspondence Secretary LT Charlene Sydnor
MOLC Representative CAPT Beverly Dandridge
COF Liaison LCDR Jennifer Jones
Awards and Historical Perspectives CAPT Beverly Dandridge
Career and Professional Development LCDR Karen Beckham
Health Disparities LCDR Pilgrim Spikes
Information, Website, and Communications LT Charlene Sydnor
Community Outreach Monique Fountain Hanna
Membership LCDR Lynda Lee Bishop
Social LT Zanethia Eubanks
o Bylaws and Charter LCDR Candece Griffin
Each committee presented their goals for the year
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

O 0O O O O O O O O

Awards & Historical Perspectives: CAPT Beverly Dandridge (Chair)

* This committee’s membership has not been established to date. A call for volunteers will
be sent to the membership by the end of this week. The committee goals have been
established and submitted to the executive members. The first meeting will be scheduled
before the end of the month to allow adequate time for planning and processing BCOAG
award nominations.

Career & Professional Development: LCDR Karen Beckham
* Committee Chairs: LCDR Tarsha Wilson has agreed to serve as the Co-Chair
*  Goal for 2011:
o Serve as a resource to BCOAG members to help manage their careers by
utilizing a team centered approach which includes:
= sharing career development & training information
= identifying opportunities for mentorship
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= strengthening recruitment and retention activities

*  BCOAG By-law Changes — Committee Structure
o Due to recent changes in the bylaws, the Mentoring, Recruitment, and Retention
Committees have been placed under the Career and Professional Development
Committee.
* Next Steps
o Committee chairs were contacted (Career and Professional Development,
Mentoring, Recruitment and Retention) to discuss the status of current activities,
opportunities for continued leadership, committee structure and plans for the
future.
o Full committee meeting is scheduled for February 24th to discuss the bylaw
changes, team goals/plans for 2011, and next steps.
o Invitation Request (via email) for new members to join the committee — March
2011 via listserv.
Health Disparities: LCDR Pilgram Spikes

* Thank you Executive Committee for being selected as the co-chair for Health Disparities
Committee.

* Goal of the committee was announced. Align the priorities of the Health Disparities
Committee with those of the Office of the Surgeon General and other federal agencies to
develop an operational plan for the dissemination of information by BCOAG and for
others who request it.

*  Chair will send an email to current committee members introducing self and talk about
goals of the organization for 2011.

Information, Website & Communications: LCDR Charlene Sydnor
* Please submit digital pictures of BCOAG officers participating (action photos) in
community service, recruitment activities, etc. (officers should be in uniform- including
ball cap and t-shirt) using the following instructions:
1. Open your browser and type ftp.bcoag.org
2. You will be prompt to enter username and password (Case sensitive)
a. Username: bcoagQor
b. Password: bcoagl
On your web browser, click on Page and select Open FTP Site in Windows Explorer
You will be prompt to enter your credentials again. Use the same account info from
above (Case sensitive)
Double click on the bcoag pics folder to open it
Create a new folder inside bcoag pics
Name folder as LastName Year and save the desired pictures
Ensure that a brief description of the picture is saved in a word document inside the
folder
NOTE: It is recommended that pictures be submitted from your home computer because
many agencies have firewalls that will not permit access to the ftp files.
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Weekly Announcements will be posted on Fridays; format is included at the bottom of
each weekly announcement.

The Committee will be revamping the BCOAG website; volunteers are needed to help
with committee and Co-chair is needed POC sydnorc@mail.nih.gov.

Community Outreach: CDR Monique Fountain-Hanna

The Committee is looking for monthly leads for February, March and April. We are
looking specifically for an outreach lead for a black history month activity for the end of
the month. Please contact CDR Monique Fountain-Hanna if you are interested at
mfountain@hrsa.gov.

The Committee will announce a community outreach meeting for the month of March.
The time and date will be forthcoming.

An outreach activity is planned for the month of March. It will be led by LCDR Kimberly
Rains with the STEM science, technology and engineering expo by the National Council
of Negro Women.

Committee members completed the Patriots Technology Bio-medical Competition on
Monday, Feb 7". The Chair would like to thank CAPT Beverly Dandridge, LCDR
Keisher Highsmith, LCDR Aisha Mix, and LT Kami Cooper for all their support with
this activity. This event took place from October 2010 to February 2011. Our next event
is the Laurel High School Career Day. This event will take place on April 15"

Atlanta area officer LCDR Pilgrim Spikes and LT Eubanks have been planning activities
for Atlanta area officers: Meet and Greet.

Planning for the New Orleans Outreach Mission in partnership with COF is ongoing:
contacts are LT Natalie Gibson or LCDR Lorraine Williams.

For any additional thoughts or concerns regarding the outreach committee please contact
CDR Monique Fountain Hanna at mfountain@hrsa.gov.

Membership: LCDR Lynda Bishop

Membership Committee would like to announce that LCDR Lynda Bishop will serve as
Chair and LT Chinyelum “Chi Chi” Umejei will serve as Co-Chair for 2011.
All officers interested in serving on the Membership Committee this year please send an
email to:

* LCDR Lynda Bishop at LBishop@hrsa.gov and

* LT Chi Chi Umejei at cumejei@yahoo.com

Please put BCOAG Membership Committee in the subject line.
Also, include your rank and contact information in your email:

¢ Rank

* Duty station address
*  Phone numbers

* E-mail address

Meeting dates and time will be determined during our first meeting in February

Ad Hoc Committees:
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Social: LT Zanethia Eubanks

* The BCOAG Social Committee is pleased to welcome this year's Co-Chair, LT Malaika
Washington, who can be reached at pzp9@cdc.gov. I am also seeking additional Co-Chairs
throughout the Nation where Officers are stationed. This will allow social activities to be
implemented for BCOAG Officers in their own jurisdictions.

* The first BCOAG Social will be a Meet and Greet for Atlanta Area Officers on Thursday,
February 17, 2011 from 5:30-8:00 pm at Ruth's Chris Steak House at Embassy Suites located at
3285 Peachtree Road, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30305-2437 404.365.0660. Please email LCDR
Pilgrim Spikes at pspikes@cdc.gov or LT Zanethia Eubanks at zae0O@cdc.gov.

* The first BCOAG Social Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 16, 2011
from 11:00 am- 12:00 pm. An announcement will be sent out on Friday, February 11, 2011
with information on how to participate. We would like to encourage all Officers to join us and
actively participate and plan social events throughout the year. We have two major social
events to plan: 1) A social event at the COF Symposium; and 2) an annual social for all
BCOAG Officers.

Bylaws and Charter: Candece Griffin
* The voting members approved the first set of BCOAG bylaws in December 2010. The bylaws
will be updated every three years or on an as needed basis as determined by the Executive
Committee.
Standing Reports:

Office of Force Readiness Deployment: LCDR Morrisa Rice

* MAB has data entered all of the immunizations records for officers up for both temporary and
competitive promotion. They are now working to data enter immunization records received for
the rest of the Corps.

* Plans are underway for response team field training. Members of Tiers I and Il response teams
should have received preliminary field training information from their respective team leaders.
There will be opportunities for Tier III officers to participate. Additional information is
forthcoming from OFRD Training.

* The next FMRB update will be in March 2011.

Minority Officer’s Liaison Council: CAPT Beverly Dandridge
* Due to late notification of my return to MOLC as the BCOAG rep, | was not notified of the
February meeting. As the second BCOAG rep is not available at this meeting, no report will be
presented at this time. During the March meeting complete cumulative MOLC information
from will be presented.

COF Liaison: LCDR Jennifer Jones
* Rank coins are available for sale--the address for submission of order
forms is going to be changed to a BCOAG P.O. Box address (details to
follow).

New Business/Open Floor
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* CAPT Hilda Douglas Retirement Friday February 18, 2011; one of BCOAGs first active
members; looking for volunteers to assist with event POC CAPT Silva Trent-Adams
* New Calls to duty: Pause has been lifted, Pharm Pac has sent out a request for volunteers
to support the call to duty process
* LCDR Lynda Lee Bishop will send Special assignment awards to recipients.
* CAPT Karen Dorse is looking for nurse volunteers for the Capital Area Provider Team
*  Accountability Workgroup: LT Chi Chi Umejei: The Corp is in the process of
streamlining the administrative structure of the Corps by consolidating policy and
operations under the Surgeon General. To accomplish this 10 workgroups have been
created and one of them is the Personnel Management Support Team. This workgroup
under RADM Denise Canton is being charged with the tasks of reviewing the state of the
current organizational structure’s operations and programs like the current staffing
including full time employees filled, vacancy, and % turnover. We should be able to
project staffing needs, justification of them and also the budget. Our workgroup will have
its first meeting Friday Feb. 11™ and future meetings will be held every Friday.
* NOLA Mission with COF will define BCOAGs place in PHS; every member is
encouraged to participate in the mission in someway
* Every member (Voting and Non-Voting) is encouraged to participate on committees
especially if you would like to be a future voting member and executive member. This
will help beef up your CV and help with promotion.
* Next meeting live meeting will be held at the FDA White Oak Silver Spring location;
Room TBA. Contact CDR Birch-Smith to make arrangements to attend.
Adjournment
e The meeting was adjourned at 1145 EST.
*  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 10, 2011 at 1100.
BCOAG meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month from 11:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.
(EST) in FDA White Oak Silver Spring Room TBA (Contact CDR Birch-Smith).

If you are unable to attend and wish to participate via teleconferencing, please call:

Dial: 1-877-798-6354

PIN: 129733
If you are participating via phone from your office, please invite other officers interested in
participating to join you in order to limit the number of lines required.

In order to have your attendance recorded, please email your name, rank and agency to:

bcoag.org@gmail.com.

Respectfully Submitted,

LT Nikkia i powel A, 5o coBCOR .
Exe ou, email=nikkia. CDR Postelle Birch
POWG' |, RN, BSN gg:: 2011 63.15'07:‘;;30704‘00‘ Smith, PharmD
LT Nikkia Powell CDR Postelle Birch-Smith
Executive Secretary Chairperson
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Attendance for 10 February 2011

Voting Members

CAPT Beverly Dandridge

CAPT David Foley * (CDR Flauryse LCDR Karen Beckham
Baguidy) LCDR Morrisa Rice
CAPT Michaele Smith LCDR Sylvester Smith
CDR Postelle Birch-Smith LCDR Pilgram Spikes

CDR Monique Fountain-Hanna * (LTJG

Garman Williams)

LCDR Candece Griffin (excused)

LCDR Jennifer Jones
LCDR Shary Jones
LCDR Lynda Lee-Bishop
LCDR Michelle Haamid

* Represented by alternate

Non-Voting Members

CAPT Doris Ravenell-
Brown

CAPT Michelle Dillahunt
CAPT Sheila
Merriweather

CAPT Marinna Banks-
Shields

CDR Dimitrus Culbreath
CDR Karen Dorse

CDR Leslie Leonard
CDR Abraham Maekele
CDR Latrise Workman
CDR Felicia Duffy

CDR Kellie Cosby

CDR Celia Gabrel

CDR Flauryse Baguidy
CDR Jacqueline Miller
CDR Deborah Nixon
CDR Diahann Williams
CDR Tobey Manns Royal
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LCDR John Stansberry * (LTJG Adriane

Fisher)

LT Nikkia Powell

LT Charlene Sydnor

LT Zanethia Eubanks

LT Natalie Gibson

LT Chinyelum Umejei
LCDR Deveonne LCDR Jyl Woolfolk
Hamilton-Stokes LCDR Tarsha Wilson
LCDR Doris Wurah LCDR Darryln Cornelius-
LCDR Robert Windom Averhart
LCDR Antoinette Percy- LCDR Sheren Brown Cora
Laurry LCDR Tracy Pace
LCDR Latonia Ford LDCR Marco Bennett
LCDR Demetres Williams LT Erika Odom
LCDR Cubie Beasley LT Enoch Boateng
LCDR Ieshia Jones LT Kendra Bishop
LCDR Chekesha LT Diana Solana-Sodeinde
Clingman LT Cindy Eugene
LCDR Christopher LT Natasha Hollis
Howard LT Hamet Toure
LCDR Trellis Adams LT Jemekia Thornton
LCDR Donna Phillips LT Chandra Jolley
LCDR Qianna Coffey LT LaJeana Howie
LCDR Glendolynn LTJG Adriane Fisher
Johnson LTJG Garmen Williams
LCDR Kimberly Rains
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