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Chair

CDR Postelle Birch-Smith is the Chair of BCOAG.  She is currently a Director Health Promotions Officer for the Division of Training and Development, Office of Executive Programs at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in Silver Spring, MD.  CDR Birch-Smith is responsible for coordinating continuing education programs and advanced training programs, in collaboration with universities and professional organizations, for the staff of the FDA. These training opportunities help FDA staff better achieve the FDA mission.

CDR Birch-Smith graduated from Howard University – College of Pharmacy with a Doctor of Pharmacy degree in 1997.  She completed a Pharmacy Practice Residency at Brookdale Hospital in Brooklyn, NY in 1998.  She is a licensed pharmacist in the state of Virginia.  

CDR Birch-Smith has been an officer in the U.S. Public Health Service since 1998 and previously served 6 years as a labeling reviewer in the FDA/Office of Generic Drugs in Rockville, MD and 5 years as a clinical psychiatric pharmacist at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Washington, DC.  She deployed during Hurricanes Katrina and Hurricane Ike.  

CDR Birch-Smith is a native of New Orleans, Louisiana.  She is very compassionate about serving her community and has exemplified her passion by serving as BCOAG’s Co-Chair in 2010, BCOAG’s Community Outreach chair in 2009 and as co-Chair in 2010.  CDR Birch-Smith has participated in the BCOAG New Orleans (NOLA) mission since 2007 and led the 2009 NOLA mission. 
