
Under the leadership of 

the current U.S. Surgeon 

General, Dr. Regina 

Benjamin, BCOAG 

members have been in-

strumental in support-

ing global health, reduc-

ing healthcare dispari-

ties and providing essen-

tial care and services to 

underserved communi-

ties and victims 

of natural disas-

ters.  

Members benefit 

from guidance 

and support 

from fellow and 

senior officers in 

all professional 

categories.  Peer 

support includes 

mentoring, career counseling, information dis-

tribution and recognition of members through 

the annual BCOAG Awards program.  

The Black Commissioned  Officers Ad-

visory Group (BCOAG) was chartered 

February 7, 1990 as a subsidiary of the 

Minority Officer’s Liaison Council 

(MOLC). Originally known as the 

Black Commissioned Officers Steering 

Committee, the group was formed out 

of a delegation 

of  officers who 

attended the 

1987 meeting of 

the Congres-

sional Black 

Caucus Health 

Brain Trust. 

Under the lead-

ership of  CAPT 

Audrey F. 

Manley, the 

group was for-

mally organized and developed a report 

of recommendations and initiatives for 

consideration by C. Everett Koop, 

M.D., who served as the Surgeon Gen-

eral at that time. Since its inception, 

BCOAG has provided assistance and 

consultation to the Office of the Sur-

geon General on issues of concern to 

the professional practice and personnel 

activities of Black officers in the U.S. 

Public Health Service (USPHS) Com-

missioned Corps. 

HISTORY and MISSION 

RADM Audrey F. Manley 

RADM Ron Banks 
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 New Orleans (NOLA) Outreach Mission 

 Health Fairs 

 Wellness & Fitness Promotion 

 Food Preparation and Distribution to 

Homeless  

 Career Fairs 

 Domestic violence prevention 

OUTREACH 

 

U.S. Surgeon General,  

Dr. Regina Benjamin 

RADMs Denise Canton, Helena Mishoe,  

Deborah Parham-Hopson and Clara Cobb 

2009 Continuing Promise Mission-  

El Salvador  
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  WHY JOIN BCOAG? 
 

 

 Provide Service to Your Community 

 Enjoy Camaraderie and Peer Support 
 

 

 
For more information about BCOAG visit:  

http://www.bcoag.org/ 
 

To join BCOAG’s listserv contact: 
bcoag.org@gmail.com 

  
 
 

If you’re interested in learning more about 
the U.S. Public Health Service 

Commissioned Corps visit us at:  
http://usphs.gov/  

 

or on Facebook at:  
http://www.facebook.com/USPHS 

 
 

 

Promoting Leadership,  

Professional Development  

and Excellence of  

Black officers  

in the  

United States  

Public Health Service 
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