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 Call to Order 
 

• CDR Morrisa Rice, BCOAG Chair, called the August 9, 2012 BCOAG meeting to order at  
1100 EST.   

 
Roll Call & Introductions 
 

• LT Natalie Gibson, BCOAG Executive Secretary, conducted a roll call of voting members - a 
quorum was present.   
 

• All non-voting members participating via teleconference were asked to submit their 
information via the online non-voting member roster.   

 
Approval of Minutes 
 

• The minutes from the July 2012 BCOAG meetings were approved. 
 

 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Awards Committee:  
 

• The last committee meeting was on Tuesday, July 17, 2012. 

• There were 5 officers in attendance.  The committee discussed the development of new BCOAG 
award activity.  CAPT Dandridge, and LCDR Carr and LT Marshall are in the process of 
developing a proposal.  The goal is for the new awards activity to be approved by the end of the 
calendar year.   

• The next meeting is scheduled for August 21, 2012.  We plan to review the draft proposal and 
review the committee’s activities for the remainder of the calendar year.  

• If officers are interested in joining the Awards Committee please contact LCDR Adrienne 
Goodrich-Doctor at goodrichdoctoaj@niaid.nih.gov.  We have a number of new and ongoing 
activities that interested officers can participate in. 

• The responsibility for BCOAG PHS Special Assignment Awards has transitioned from the 
Membership Committee to the Awards Committee.  The Awards Committee is working with the 
Membership Committee to ensure a smooth transition.  LCDR Samantha Fontenelle will serve as 
lead for this activity and therefore we are asking that voting members eligible to receive the PHS 
SAA submit an application packet to LCDR Fontenelle at fontenelle.samantha@epamail.epa.gov 
by September 30th.  The application packet should contain the officer’s official OSG Appointment 
Letter for BCOAG Voting Membership along with their completed BCOAG Service Activity Log.  
A notice will be sent by e-mail to all voting members.  
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• BCOAG members are eligible to receive PHS awards for their contributions to BCOAG.  Please 
keep in mind that the same criteria exist and that the accomplishments of the officer or officers 
should go above and beyond what is typically expected from any officer or committee.  In the past 
BCOAG members have received awards for the NOLA Mission and various leadership activities.  
The Awards Committee will provide guidance to the body however in the interim PHS award 
packages can be sent to me at goodrichdoctoaj@niaid.nih.gov preferably within 11 months of the 
event or end of the service provided.  This is a new process and until we have guidance I want to 
ensure we have enough time for Executive Board review and possible revisions.    

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Career & Professional Development Committee:  
 

I. Committee Overview 
 

The Committee utilizes a team centered approach to serves as a resource to BCOAG members to help 
manage their careers by: 

 
• sharing career development & training information  
• identifying opportunities for mentorship  
• strengthening recruitment and retention activities  

 
II. TEAM Reports 

 
1. Career and Professional Development  

 
No report this month 

 
2.  Mentoring  

 
No report this month 

 
3.   Recruitment  

 
The Recruitment Team continues efforts to increase awareness of the Corps and 
BCOAG in the community and at PHS events.  A Recruitment Tool Kit has been 
developed by the team and provides helpful information and tips for officers attending 
career fairs or informational sessions.   
 
If you are attending an upcoming recruitment event, please contact CDR Aisha Mix 
amix@hrsa.gov, LCDR Kami Cooper kcooper@hrsa.gov or any member of the 
Recruitment Team.  We are always happy to be of assistance.   
 

mailto:goodrichdoctoaj@niaid.nih.gov�
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The Officer Basic Course for July was held in Atlanta for incoming EIS officers only.  
Through the efforts of CDR Demas and LCDR Toure, BCOAG was still represented via 
information distributed to newly commissioned officers.  The Recruitment Team would 
like to thank the OBC Team for ensuring that brochures were available. 
 
The August OBC open house will be held on Thursday, Aug 9th (1800-1930) with 
graduation scheduled for August 17th (1030-1200).  If you are interested in volunteering 
for one or both opportunities and welcoming new officers, please contact LCDR Hamet 
Toure hamet.toure@fda.hhs.gov or LTJG Timothy Onserio 
timothy.onserio@fda.hhs.gov.  

 
 

4. Retention  
 

Completed Planned Activities 
1) GI Bill Seminar  
2) Engaging with retired BCOAG officers  
3) 2  Financial Series Seminars  

a. Properly insured (home, life, etc) 
b. Investment vehicles  

4) Collaborate with other advisory groups, PACs, etc to offer trainings that are 
beneficial to BCOAG officers 

** All above events were well attended** 
 
Upcoming planned activities 

5) Financial Series: August 28-Are You Properly Insured?  
6) Engage Agency Liaison Wednesday, September 12th @2pm {CAPT Wallace 

of SAMHSA} 
7) Legacy series: engaging with retired BCOAG officers (will take place in late 

September) 
8) Biannual newsletter “faces of the corps” to highlight BCOAG officers 

working across the regions. The goal is to feature various disciplines and work 
environments in HHS 10 regions. (in development, will be presented in late 
fall 

 
Officers interested in working with the Retention Team should contact LT Lamar 
Henderson (Chair) at lamar.henderson@samhsa.hhs.gov and/or CDR Delia Jones-McHorgh 
(Co-Chair) at delia.jones-mchorgh@cms.hhs.gov 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Health Disparities Committee:  

No report submitted 

 
 

Communications and Public Relations Committee:   

No report submitted 

 
 
Community Outreach Committee: 
 

I. BCOAG Outreach Events Updates 
 

-  There were no BCOAG Community Outreach Events for the month of July 2012. 

- BCAOG Chair had telecon with LCDR Sidney Hairston regarding some ideas for BCOAG 
Outreach Activity in DMV- Focusing on TBI in youth sports and mentorship 

- CDR Diane Smith will lead the BCOAG Regional Outreach Workgroup: Focus for this 
workgroup is to increase BCOAG Community Outreach Activities in regional and other geographical 
areas.  There was a scheduled meeting on July 24, 2012 @ 10am with LCDR Allah ‘Sharrieff/Fort 
Hood, TX to discuss some BCOAG Outreach activity in the Texas area. 

 

II. COA Pre-Conference Outreach Activity 

- An article for the COA Pre-Conference Outreach Activity is in the process of being prepared 
to submit to the COA Frontline.  The article will be submitted before the August 15th deadline. 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DB Cares 5th Annual Health and Wellness Fair 
Silver Spring Civic Center on Veterans Plaza 

Event:   5th Annual Health and Wellness Fair 

Where:  Silver Spring Civic Center- One Veterans Place, Silver Spring, MD 20910 

What: Staff PHS information booth; request to provide cholesterol and glucose screenings 

 

When:  Friday, October 5, 2012 10 a.m. -4 p.m. (shift volunteers) 

10:00am - 12:00pm - 3 officers 
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12:00pm - 2:00 pm - 3 officers 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm - 2 officers 

Target Audience: Silver Spring local residents 

The uniform of the day: Khakis 

Point of Contact: LT. Filita Moore via email Filita.moore@foh.hhs.gov or 301-594-3736 

 

It’s Time to Serve 3rd Annual Community Service Day- Community Partnership: Building 
Strong Communities by Engaging and Motivating the Community to Serve! 

Sylvan Theater Stage- Washington, D.C. 

Event:   3rd Annual Community Service Day 

Where:  Sylvan Theater Stage 

15th and Independence NW (National Mall) Washington, DC 20024 

What: Activity Lead for this event and officers to staff PHS information booth 

When:  Saturday, September 22, 2012, 

12:00pm - 6:00pm 

Target Audience: Washington DC local residents and other community organizations 

The uniform of the day: PHS Black T-shirt and ball cap (no rank) 
Point of Contact: CDR Todd Johnson via email todd.johnson@foh.hhs.gov or 301-492-5437 

NOTE: There is a upcoming Backpack Drive - CDR Diane Smith is the Lead, CDR Rice has the info is 
Diane is not on the call. 

IV. NEXT MEETING 

Our next BCOAG Outreach Committee Meeting will be August 31, 2012 @ 2pm 

 

 
Membership:  
 

- BCOAG Membership Committee: 

1. Transferred Special Assignment Award (SAA) process to the Awards Committee in accordance 
with the BCOAG Bylaws. All voting members interested in receiving the SAA in 2012, please 
submit your Appointment Letter and Activity Log to the Awards Committee Chair, LCDR 
Adrienne Goodrich-Doctor, by September 30, 2012.  
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2. The Call for Nominations for Voting Membership ended July 14, 2012. Eighteen (18) 
applications were received and are under review. Committee recommendations will be 
forwarded to the Executive Committee for final review and consideration. New voting 
members will serve a term from Jan 1, 2013 to Dec 31, 2015.   

3. Published the BCOAG Networking Spreadsheet in July to facilitate collaboration among 
members. Officers listed on Spreadsheet have increased to 191 officers. Committee is working 
with other PAGs to help with development of their Member Contact Databases. 

4. Provided the “Benefits of Becoming a BCOAG Voting Member” presentation to the BCOAG 
website.  

- The next meeting will be: Wednesday, September 12, 2012  
  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ad Hoc Committees:  
 
Social Committee:  
 

Planned Social Events 
 

• LCDR Nicole Gaskin Laniyan is looking at having “A Family Affair” in Washington, DC on 
August 25, 2012.  This event was cancelled due to a lack of interest. 

 
• “A Family Affair Picnic” luncheon in Atlanta is scheduled for Saturday, August 25, 2012 from 

12-2 pm at Landon’s restaurant on Cascade Road.  The adult luncheon is $14 and the children’s 
luncheon is $6-$8. This includes gratuity. This event was cancelled due to a lack of interest. 
 

• Atlanta End of the Year Annual Social (October 2012): LCDR Paula Washington reported 
that October 20th as the date for the End of the Year Social (barring no objections). It will be 
combined with the speed mentoring event. Securing a location is the primary task at this time 
(Dobbins has been ruled out). Nicole and Jamar and working on that. Once that task is 
completed, assignments with additional tasks such as food and entertainment/ice breakers will 
be determined. More meetings to work out the logistics are forthcoming. 

 
• The DMV End of the Year Annual Social (October 2012). LCDR Avena Russell reported that 

she is finalizing the  location based on dates, LCDR Danielle Russell, has set up a sight for 
registration and payment, this will go live once we finalize dates and obtain approval. Our next 
committee planning meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 13, 2012.  Committee discussed 
the possibility of disseminating a survey to determine how many officers are interested. 
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• Atlanta social events will be held every other month on the 3rd Thursday of the month from 
5:30-8:00 pm.  Locations for upcoming social events will be determined close to the date of the 
event, announced at the social committee meetings and sent out on the BCOAG Listserv. 
 

• No social events are planned for Atlanta, North Carolina, New York or New Jersey as we 
support the BCOAG social in MD. 

 
BCOAG Social Events and Facebook  
 

• Pictures from BCOAG events can be viewed on BCOAG’s Facebook page at: 
http://www.facebook.com/media/albums/?id=154902697911674.   
 

• If you have any pictures of any BCOAG events, please submit them to LCDR Danielle Russell 
at Danielle.Russell@dc.gov.  
 

 
Web Page Update 
 

• The BCOAG Social Committee’s webpage is now live.  Please visit us at  
http://bcoag.org/committees/social.html. 

 
 
BCOAG’s Listserv 

• If you would like to become a member of the BCOAG listserv to stay abreast of weekly 
announcements, please email: LT Natalie Gibson natalie.gibson@samsha.hhs.gov  or LT 
Chinyelum “Chi Chi” Umejei cumejei@yahoo.com. 

 
Social Lead Updates/Reports 

 
• BCOAG Social Committee is still seeking Social Leads throughout the nation.  If you are 

interested in becoming a social lead in your city/duty station, please send an email at 
zae0@cdc.gov.  A weekly reminder will be posted in the BCOAG weekly announcements.  
Participation is critical. 
 

 
Reminder/Requirements for Social Events 
 

• Social leads are responsible for providing the following during any planned social event: (1) 
agenda (2) after action report (3) sign- in (Excel) sheet to inform BCOAG’s database. 
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• Please send copies to LCDR Zanethia Eubanks at zae0@cdc.gov or LT Chinyelum “Chi Chi” 
Umejei at cumejei@yahoo.com, Co-Chair for Membership Committee. 
 

• Pictures from events should be sent to LCDR Eubanks and LCDR Danielle Russell 
(Danielle.Russell@dc.gov) to be uploaded to the BCOAG Facebook page. 

 
Social Committee Participation 

• The SOP states that you must participate in 3+ Social Committee meetings to be an active 
participant and receive a participation certificate.  Calls count, attending socials does not. 
LCDRs Eubanks and Washington will send you an email if you made the requirement.  The 
Social Committee thanks everyone for their participation on both calls and at events even if you 
did not make the active participant requirement. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Charter and Bylaws Committee:  
 

Voting membership passed a motion to incorporate amendments into the Charter & Bylaws.  The 
committee is currently working to update both the Charter and the Bylaws with these amendments. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Division of Commissioned Corps Personnel and Readiness (DCCPR): 
 

Current events 
 
The below program is seeking USPHS officers to aid in the transcription of paper-based medical 
records into an Electronic Health Record. The mission will entail the entering of Health Assessment 
Forms and Respirator Evaluation Questionnaires into a proprietary online tool as described in the 
National Postal Model Health Safety Support Document. Attached find samples of materials to be 
transcribed, along with the aforementioned Health Safety document. The candidates will access the 
system from HHS computers in the HHS Warehouse located at 6701 English Muffin Way, Frederick 
MD 21703. Orientation and training will take approximately 1 hour.  Minimum length of tour would 
be 1 week and maximum tour would be for two weeks beginning August 9, 2012.  Duty hours will be 
0730 until 1530 Monday through Friday. Contact: LCDR Damon Smith damon.smith@hhs.gov  
 
Upcoming events 
 
RNC: Tampa, FL  Aug 25th through August 30th  About 10 officers deploying. 
DNC:  September 2nd through September 7th  Request pending.  
 
CDC Polio Eradication Mission:  

mailto:zae0@cdc.gov�
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The CDC is assisting the governments of several West African nations in the development of polio 
vaccination programs to improve management and accountability of polio eradication programs at 
national and sub-national levels.  CDC has asked OFRD to deploy officers of the U.S. Public Health 
Service (USPHS) Commissioned Corps to support CDC Field Activities Support Teams (FAST) and 
Management and Accountability Support Teams (MAST).  Specifically, the request is for USPHS 
officers skilled in public health management and field epidemiology to assist with the development, 
organization, initiation and management of operational projects aimed at improving polio vaccination 
coverage and polio surveillance in priority countries. Travel will be funded by CDC and travel logistics 
will be managed by the CDC Emergency Operations Center (DEOC). Dates to be announced.  

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Minority Officer’s Liaison Council:  
 
·        The MOLC is currently reviewing the bylaws draft prepared the volunteers from each CMAG serving 

on the MOLC Bylaws Subcommittee.  If adopted, the MOLC bylaws could impact CMAG operations 
in terms of MOLC representative selection and voting packet submission deadlines. 

·        The next MOLC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 14th 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

COF  

-          BCOAG account is currently $2,255.71 which includes: 

• July deposits from coin sales: $1,140.10 
• July expenses (including coin order purchases): $2,248.66 

• Expenses were higher than normal due activities related to COF conference and coin orders 
· LTJG/O-2- 100 coins $623 

· CAPT/O-6- 100 coins $623 

· Total coin order purchase: $1,246.00 

• Pending deposits to COF for August: $60.00 

• Petty cash: $210.00 which is held by Chair 

Coins for sale: 

• BCOAG challenge coins are now available --$10.00 each. 
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• BCOAG lapel pins are available for purchase--$5.00 each. 

• Rank coins are available for purchase at the following locations and by mail order: 
· Parklawn 

 POC, LCDR Tracy Pace tpace@hrsa.gov  

· FDA White Oak 

 POC LCDR HametTourehamet.toure@fda.hhs.gov  

· CDC Atlanta 

 POC LCDR Zanethia Eubanks zae0@cdc.gov  

· BOP Butner 

 POC CDR Robin Hunter Buskeybibihunter@earthlink.net  

· LT Alicia Sherrell- alternate for COF Liaison. 

• POCs have been doing a great job with sales. I would like to thank them for coordinating coin 
purchases among each other during this promotion season. If anyone else is interested in being a 
contact, please let me know. 

• I would like to encourage all BCOAG members to spread the word about the coins available for 
purchase through BCOAG. I will also be developing a flyer to share with other PHS Groups and 
PAGs to inform them of our BCOAG coins. 

If anyone else is interested in becoming a POC, please contact COF Liaison CDR Julia Bryan at 
jbryan@hrsa.gov.  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Old Business/New Business/Open Floor  

• NOLA Mission Update 
o Mission is scheduled for October 6th – October 12th 
o Registration for the mission scheduled to be open August 17th  

 
Register Now for the 2012 New Orleans Mission 
 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHlTaGhTQmk2MTU2dkttLUt4
Ui11eVE6MQ 
 
Registration will close on Friday, September 14th. 
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• CDR Birch-Smith – stated importance of promoting coins  

• LCDR Hairston – first time at COA – was a pleasure to meet everyone – duty station is at Fort 
Drum – Would be interested in serving as a POC for coin sales. 

• The meeting was adjourned at 1150 EST. 
 

• Officers whose duty station is outside of HHS (i.e. BOP/DHS) may send an email to 
bcoag.org@gmail.com to record their attendance. This exception is due to access/firewall barriers. 
All others will need to complete the sign-in roster. Attendance must be submitted within 24 hours 
of the meeting. 
 

• The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 1100 EST. 
 
BCOAG meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month from 11:00 – 12:30 (EST).   
 
If you wish to participate via teleconferencing, please call: 
 

Dial:  1-877-798-6354 
PIN:  129733 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
__________________    _______________________ 
LT Natalie Gibson                              CDR Morrisa Rice 
Executive Secretary                                         Chairperson 
  

mailto:bcoag.org@gmail.com�
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Attendance for 9 August 2012 
 

Voting Members 
 
CDR Jennifer Jones  
CDR Julia Bryan  
CDR Karen Beckham 
CDR Lynda Lee Bishop (excused) 
CDR Morrisa Rice 
CDR Postelle Birch-Smith 
CDR Terry Harrison 
CDR Todd Johnson* 
LCDR Adrienne Goodrich-Doctor  
LCDR Charlene Sydnor 

LCDR Jemekia Thornton  
LCDR Michelle Haamid* 
LCDR Pilgrim Spikes 
LCDR Shary Jones 
LCDR Tarsha Cavanaugh  
LCDR Zanethia Eubanks* 
LCDR Zewditu Demissie* 
LT Chinyelum (Chi Chi) Olele* 
LT Natalie Gibson 

 
* Represented by alternate 
 
 
Non-Voting Members 
 

CAPT Michaele R. Smith 
CDR Abraham Maekele 
CDR Aisha Mix 
CDR Barbara Olaniyan 
CDR Diahann Williams 
CDR Felicia Duffy 
CDR Flauryse Baguidy 
CDR Kellie Cosby 
CDR Kofi Ansah 
CDR Stacy Barley 
CDR Stephanie Burrell 
LCDR Eddie Hall 
LCDR Filita Moore 
LCDR Jabal Chase 
LCDR Jamar Barnes 
LCDR Jyl Woolfolk 
LCDR Kami Cooper 
LCDR Kimberly Rains  
LCDR LaJeana Howie 
LCDR Lakeeta Carr 
LCDR Makeva Rhoden 
LCDR Monica Jessup 
LCDR Myoshi Francis 
LCDR NaTasha Hollis 

LCDR Patina Walton-Geer 
LCDR Paula Washington 
LCDR Phil Tonkins 
LCDR Sherene Cora  
LCDR Sidney Hairston 
LCDR Temeri Wilder-Kofie 
LT Carla Burch 
LT Johnni Daniel 
LT June Germain 
LT Kerri-Ann Jennings 
LT Nadra Tyus 
LT Niketta Womack 
LTJG Mekeshia Bates 
LTJG Timothy Onserio  
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	Event:   3rd Annual Community Service Day
	Where:  Sylvan Theater Stage
	15th and Independence NW (National Mall) Washington, DC 20024
	What: Activity Lead for this event and officers to staff PHS information booth
	When:  Saturday, September 22, 2012,
	12:00pm - 6:00pm
	Target Audience: Washington DC local residents and other community organizations
	The uniform of the day: PHS Black T-shirt and ball cap (no rank)
	Point of Contact: CDR Todd Johnson via email todd.johnson@foh.hhs.gov or 301-492-5437
	NOTE: There is a upcoming Backpack Drive - CDR Diane Smith is the Lead, CDR Rice has the info is Diane is not on the call.
	IV. NEXT MEETING
	Our next BCOAG Outreach Committee Meeting will be August 31, 2012 @ 2pm
	Membership:
	_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Ad Hoc Committees:
	Social Committee:
	_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Charter and Bylaws Committee:
	Voting membership passed a motion to incorporate amendments into the Charter & Bylaws.  The committee is currently working to update both the Charter and the Bylaws with these amendments.
	________________________________________________________________________________________
	Division of Commissioned Corps Personnel and Readiness (DCCPR):
	_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Minority Officer’s Liaison Council:
	The MOLC is currently reviewing the bylaws draft prepared the volunteers from each CMAG serving on the MOLC Bylaws Subcommittee.  If adopted, the MOLC bylaws could impact CMAG operations in terms of MOLC representative selection and voting pa...
	The next MOLC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 14th
	_______________________________________________________________________________________
	COF
	-          BCOAG account is currently $2,255.71 which includes:
	 July deposits from coin sales: $1,140.10
	 July expenses (including coin order purchases): $2,248.66
	 Expenses were higher than normal due activities related to COF conference and coin orders
	LTJG/O-2- 100 coins $623
	CAPT/O-6- 100 coins $623
	Total coin order purchase: $1,246.00
	 Pending deposits to COF for August: $60.00
	 Petty cash: $210.00 which is held by Chair
	Coins for sale:
	 BCOAG challenge coins are now available --$10.00 each.
	 BCOAG lapel pins are available for purchase--$5.00 each.
	 Rank coins are available for purchase at the following locations and by mail order:
	Parklawn
	 POC, LCDR Tracy Pace tpace@hrsa.gov
	FDA White Oak
	 POC LCDR HametTourehamet.toure@fda.hhs.gov
	CDC Atlanta
	 POC LCDR Zanethia Eubanks zae0@cdc.gov
	BOP Butner
	 POC CDR Robin Hunter Buskeybibihunter@earthlink.net
	LT Alicia Sherrell- alternate for COF Liaison.
	 POCs have been doing a great job with sales. I would like to thank them for coordinating coin purchases among each other during this promotion season. If anyone else is interested in being a contact, please let me know.
	 I would like to encourage all BCOAG members to spread the word about the coins available for purchase through BCOAG. I will also be developing a flyer to share with other PHS Groups and PAGs to inform them of our BCOAG coins.
	If anyone else is interested in becoming a POC, please contact COF Liaison CDR Julia Bryan at jbryan@hrsa.gov.
	______________________________________________________________________________________
	Old Business/New Business/Open Floor
	Attendance for 9 August 2012
	Voting Members
	Non-Voting Members

		2012-09-17T17:09:22-0400
	Natalie Katrina Gibson
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	CDR Morrisa Rice




