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ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN OFFICERS COMMITTEE 

Office of the Surgeon General 
United States Public Health Service 

 
Minutes of the Meeting 

15 March 2006 
 

I. LOCATION/DATE/TIME: 
Parklawn Building, Surgeon General’s Conference Room, Room 18-57, Rockville, MD; 
15 March 2006; 1200 – 1300. 

 
II. ATTENDANCE: 
 

A. MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE   
Note: SC=Sub-committee 

       *participating via teleconference 
 

CDR Narayan Nair*  FDA  MOLC Representative 
CDR Astrid Szeto   FDA  Chair    
CDR Darius Yorichi*  IHS  SC Chair, Awards & Recognition 
LCDR Dan-My T. Chu* FDA Treasurer, SC Chair, Membership & 

Nominations  
LCDR Wei Guo   FDA                SC Chair, Charter & Bylaws 
LCDR Ryan Nguyen*  FDA  SC Chair, Recruitment & Retention 
LCDR Dianne Paraoan* FDA Vice Chair, SC Chair, Leadership &        

Strategic Planning 
LCDR Joanne Shen*  IHS  Executive Secretary 
LCDR Jedeon Virata*  HRSA 
LT Gilian Engelson  NIH  Corresponding Secretary 
LT Eduardo Lim   FDA  SC Chair, Communications 
LTJG Nazmul Hassan*  FDA  SC Chair, Public Relations 
 

B. MEMBERS EXCUSED 
 
CDR Hye-Joo Kim  CDC   SC Chair, Career Development 
LCDR Marjorie Baldo  CMS  SC Co-Chair, Awards & Recognition 
LCDR Karen Bryant  HRSA 
LCDR Angela Shen  FDA  MOLC Representative 
 

 
C. GUESTS 

  
CDR David Kim*   CDC 
CDR Joannie Shen*  FDA 
CDR Nita Sood   CMS 
LCDR Bach Nhi Beasley*  FDA 
LCDR Sianat Kamal  HRSA 
LCDR Yoon Kong*  FDA 
LCDR Lisa Kwak*  FDA 
LCDR Mei-Ying Li*  HRSA  SC Co-Chair, Charter & Bylaws 
LCDR Kevin Ma*   HRSA 
LCDR Soojung Sarah Park* FDA  SC Co-Chair, Recruitment & Retention 
LCDR Jennie Skanhy*  FDA 
LT Diem Ngo   FDA 
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LT Hien Nguyen*   FDA 
LT Quynh Nguyen  FDA 
LT Chauha Pham   NIH  SC Co-Chair, Membership &   

        Nominations 
 
LT Jeffrey Vang*   IHS 
LT Jerry Zee*   IHS  
Mr. Nawab Siddiqui  FDA  SC Co-Chair, Public Relations 
   
 

 
 

D. MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
LCDR Susanna Choi  FDA 
LCDR  Parmjeet Saini  HRSA  
LCDR Jack Sibal   IHS 
 

 
E. EX-OFFICIOS 

 
CAPT Allan Lock (Ret.)*  NIH  Past Chair 1990-1993 
CDR Elise Young   HRSA  Past Chair 2001 
LCDR Soju Chang  FDA  Past Chair 2004-2005 
 

 
III. STANDARD AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order on 15 March 2006 at 1200 hours by  
CDR Astrid Szeto, APAOC Chair.  

B. MEMBER ROLL CALL:  LCDR Joanne Shen, Executive Secretary 
C.  APPROVAL OF PAST MINUTES:  The minutes from the February 2006 meeting were approved 

with minor corrections (motioned by CDR Szeto, seconded by LCDR Chang.) 
 
IV. REPORTS: 
 

A. CHAIRPERSON:   
1. CDR Szeto welcomed everyone participating at the meeting and via teleconference. 
2. At 1:00 pm, RADM Jerrold Michael will speak on Leadership today.  The PowerPoint 

presentation is on the APAOC website under Guest Speakers’ Presentations. 
3. LCDR David Diwa will share his experience at the International Experience and Technical 

Assistance Program run by CDC at our next meeting. 
4. CDR Szeto is still waiting for a date for CAPT Dana Taylor of OCCO to speak on Officership. 
5. Through APAOC, several officers volunteered to provide some very essential miscellaneous 

administrative assistance to OCCO at the Tower Bldg. during early February to early March.  
They were LCDR Wei Guo, LCDR Sianat Kamal, CDR Patricia Garvey, LCDR Huijeong 
Ashley Hahm, and LCDR Yoon Kong.  Please notify CDR Szeto if any names were missed.  
CDR Wallace of OCCO conveyed great appreciation of these officers’ service and that the 
Office continues to need miscellaneous administrative assistance.  Officers need approval from 
their supervisors as OCCO prefers volunteers during office hours and volunteers have to sign a 
confidentiality agreement.  Let CDR Szeto know if you are interested. 

6. OFRD still need officers to deploy for hurricane related mission.  If you are interested, please 
go to http://ccrf.hhs.gov/ccrf/Missions/Wilma.htm and enter your availability date.  
Supervisory approval required.   

http://ccrf.hhs.gov/ccrf/Missions/Wilma.htm
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7. APAOC is setting up an account with COA through its Foundation for the Advancement of 

Public Health (COF) to handle our monetary matters for a token fee.  CDR Szeto provided the 
info through an email and a short teleconference was held last week for Q&A.  As of this 
morning, APAOC needs one more vote to have the majority for a go.  It has always been a 
logistic and legal struggle for officer organizations to handle their monetary matters.  Some 
organizations go through the Henry Jackson Foundation for their account and we looked into 
that last year.  Recently COF offers to help and this is particularly timely as it will be very 
helpful with the numerous checks and transactions in merchandizing our coin.  

8. CDR Szeto recommends setting up a Merchandizing ad hoc subcommittee to handle the 
logistics, supply and inventory, etc. of our new coin.  CDR Lanchi Nguyen, LCDR Paraoan, 
LTJG Hassan, and she have volunteered to help.  This subcommittee needs a Chair.  Please let 
CDR Szeto know if you are interested and need more information.  

9. CDR Lee Hanley, a COA Denver Rocky Mountain Branch Officer and a member of the Mile 
High Color Guard, asked if APAOC would consider donating an item for their raffle during the 
Conference at Denver to raise funds for the Color Guard equipment.  The equipment will be 
owned by the RMCOA Branch.  The first prize is a PHS sword worth $400 and each raffle 
ticket is $10.  Right now the Dietitian category donated 2 of their T-shirts and 1 Dietitian 
category coin.  CDR Szeto asked for suggesting on items for APAOC to donate. 

10. APAOC was asked to help with providing medical and general support for the reunion of the 
14th Air Services Group and 987 Signal Corps WWII veterans in May. These groups were 
mostly made up of Chinese Americans who served in the China-Burma-India theatre during 
WWII and were associated with Chennault's Flying Tigers. Most of these men are in their 80's 
now, and it may be one of the last reunions they have.  They need volunteers to help with 
registration, greeters, possibly meeting at the airport for the veterans flying alone on Thursday 
and Friday, May 25 & 26.  Depending on the number of participants, they may need 1 medical 
volunteer and a couple chaperones on each bus to go on the bus tours with them during the day 
on Friday May 26, Saturday May 27 and Sunday May 28 while they are visiting Arlington, 
museums, and monuments by bus.  Please let me know if you are interested.  It was extremely 
gratifying experience for CDR Szeto personally as she helped with prior events to honor the 
Asian WWII heroes.  They were very appreciative that we remember them and they had so 
much to share.   

11. We will again co-host the DHHS APAnet 7th Annual Leadership Training and Awards 
Ceremony on May 25th.  RADM Moritsugu will be the keynote speaker.  It will be in the FDA 
building on Fisher Lane right next to the Parklawn bldg.  Volunteers are needed to help with 
the Award, Food, Logistics, and Public Relations Committees.  Please let LCDR Soju Chang 
or CDR Szeto know if you can help.  You are encouraged to come to the training session and 
food sampling.  

12. The APAOC and Katrina coins were circulated in the conference room and will have them 
posted on our website. They will be available in April 2006.  The following information was 
provided by CDR Trinh: 

a. 1001 Katrina coins ordered and will be on sale at COA conference. 
b. Tom Pryor from JOAG has been busy with the advertisement activities.  He started 

with JOAG listserv, which generated over 120 responses in the first 24 hrs of the 
announcement.  Announcement at SG-PAC will follow, which should propagate to all 
the PACs. 

c. COA will post the information on the conference information, either through their 
website or newsletter. 

d. Anyone willing to volunteer to help man the booth and sell the coins at COA, please 
contact CDR Trinh.  Volunteers from JOAG are also being requested. 

e. From the preliminary responses, we hope to sell out the coins in the first day or two. 
The more help, the quicker we can process the sales.  We are not planning to take any 
order until COA.  If there is a big interest we will order additional coins.  For the folks 
that could not attend COA, my recommendation is to ask a colleague to purchase at the 
conference.  I recently received additional assignments and may have difficulty 
attending the conference. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4
f. LCDR Chang suggested that profits from the Coin sales be also given to Katrina 

victims funds.  Currently, the profits would be divided between APAOC and JOAG. 
13. Today is the last day for early bird registration for the COA Professional Conference in 

Denver, Colorado.  Officers of O-3 and below rank can apply for scholarship from COF if they 
don’t have financial support from their agencies.  HS is organizing a Space A flight from DC 
and possibly from Atlanta, Georgia to Denver.  LT Varsha Savalia is offering a matching 
service for roommates for the Conference.   

 
B. TREASURER REPORT: 

1. LCDR Chu gave her report. 
2. She supports the opening of a COF account. 

 
C. MOLC REPORT 

1. CDR Nair gave the report.  Most of MOLC activity is centered around the MOLC breakfast 
which will be held on May 4, Thursday at 7:30 am at the COA conference. 

a. ASH Agwunobi has accepted MOLC breakfast invitation.  SG Carmona is yet to be 
confirmed. 

b. The room reserved can accommodate 100 people. 
c. APAOC members are asked to RSVP for the breakfast. 

2. MOLC Booth at COA conference will need volunteers to staff the booth.  This booth will be 
highlighting the minority groups and their activities.   

a. Please submit photos to booth of APAOC activities. 
3. Each of the groups will be selling their coin.  The MOLC website will have a section that 

highlights each coin and ordering information. 
a. MOLC has not decided if cash transactions will be taking place at the booth due to 

accounting issues and making change for transactions. 
 

D. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
 

1. AWARDS AND RECOGNITION:   
a. Report given by CDR Yorichi.  The nomination process was completed on Friday, 

March 10, 2006. 
b. 9 nominations for Samuel Lin Award and 8 nominations for Junior Officer Award were 

received.   
c. The voting process will be open on-line from March 13-March 24, 2006. 
d. All questions about the voting process should be directed to LCDR Chang. 
e. LCDR Chang announced that 2 of the nominations were for civilians.  He is pleased 

about the wide dissemination of the call for nominations. 
f. CDR Szeto asks for voting members to complete their votes in a timely fashion before 

March 24 so that the results can be tabulated promptly and the selectees can be notified 
as soon as possible. 

 
2. CAREER DEVELOPMENT:  

a. CDR Kim has been excused and her co-chair LT Savalia was not available to give 
report. 

b. CDR Szeto reported that the SC had a teleconference last week.  Emails were sent to 
mentors and mentees to update the list. 

c. The SC wants to prepare a document on Assimilation. 
d. The SC also wants to update the website section on Career Development. 
e. Volunteers are welcome. 

 
3. CHARTER AND BYLAWS: 

a. LCDR Guo sent emails to Voting Members to submit information on SOPs. 
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b. EC members/SC Chairs are asked to examine their duties and formally document their 

standardized work so that future EC members do not have to reinvent the wheel each 
term. 

c. CDR Szeto asked this SC to send an email request with a format for SOP to aide 
individuals in creating this document. 

 
4. COMMUNICATIONS:   

a. LT Lim thanks LCDR Chang and LT Vang for their help 
with Frontpage and maintaining the website respectively. 

b. Committee and voting members please send digital photos to LCDR Chang, LT Vang, 
LT Lim for placement on the website. 

c. LT Vang asks members to send update info to him for the website membership 
directory. 

d. Please email him with any suggested changes. 
 

5. LEADERSHIP AND STRATEGIC PLANNING: 
a. LT Paraoan thanks members for volunteering and to the subcommittees for sending 

their goals and objectives.  
b. By the end of the month, the draft strategic plan will be available for review by 

members and subcommittees. 
 

6. MEMBERSHIP AND NOMINATIONS: 
a. LCDR Chu also asks general members to send updated info for the website 

membership directory.  It was last updated in February and the next revision will be in 
one month. 

b. The SC is also revising the voting membership application in order to simplify it.  The 
revisions will be sent to the Leadership and Strategic Planning SC at the beginning of 
April. 

c. Some discussion occurred re: whether there should be a set percentage of field vs. DC 
area officers.  CDR Szeto emphasized a balance of officer profiles including location, 
rank, and agency.  The remainder of discussion will be done off-line. 

 
7. PUBLIC RELATIONS: 

a. LTJG Nazmul Hassan  stated that the APA Heritage month is May 2006.  CDR Bryant 
is actively working on the HHS planning committee.  He wants this year’s APAOC 
representation to be as good as last year’s celebration.  

b. The date has not been set yet, but will occur at the Parklawn Building in Maryland and 
Humphrey Building in DC.  The details will be forwarded in the future.  Volunteers are 
encouraged.   

c. He welcomes officers to attend the 2006 FDA Science Forum in the Washington 
Convention Center at April 18-20, 2006. www.fda.gov/scienceforum.  Free if you 
register on-line, otherwise admission is $25 at the door.  Mr. Nawab Siddiqui will be 
giving a talk at the Science Forum.   

d. New York recruitment activities are being led by LCDR Virata at Kean University.  He 
will be giving a talk in a graduate student class in New Jersey.   

e. FDA group in New York will also be having an APA Heritage Month celebration.  
Details to follow in the future. 

 
8. RECRUITMENT and RETENTION: 

a. LCDR Ryan Nguyen had 4th brainstorming meeting last week.  He thanks all volunteers 
for participating.  The SC is still finalizing its 2006 strategic plan.   

 
E. PAC Reports:  No reports.   

 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

http://www.fda.gov/scienceforum
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A. CDR Szeto was featured in COA Newsletter for aiding the Chinese delegation in translating. 
B. CDR Szeto asks APAOC to welcome this delegation again this year at COA meeting. 

 
C. RADM Jerrold Michael spoke on Leadership.  See PowerPoint presentation on the website. 

 
 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT – NEXT MEETING: 
 

CDR Szeto adjourned the APAOC meeting at 1300 hours, seconded by LCDR Chang. Next month’s 
meeting is scheduled for 19 April 2006.  

 
VII.      HANDOUTS:   

None 
 
 
Submitted by: 

 
LCDR Joanne Shen Date: 03/15/06  CDR Astrid Szeto Date: 03/15/06
Executive Secretary    Chair 
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