
 

2011 Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
By CDR Alan C. Ou & CDR ChrisƟna Lee 
 

A sian Pacific American (APA) Herit-
age Month is celebrated every 

May to commemorate the contribu-
Ɵons Asians and Pacific Islanders have 
made to our NaƟon. During this month, 
Asian Americans around the NaƟon 
celebrate with community fesƟvals, 
government-sponsored acƟviƟes, and 
educaƟonal acƟviƟes.  In observance of 
this event, volunteer Public Health Ser-
vice (PHS) officers who are members of 
the Asian Pacific American Officer Com-
miƩee (APAOC) in the Washington, DC 
area parƟcipated at various gatherings.  
 
Eight PHS-APAOC officers volunteered 
at the APA CelebraƟon in the Parklawn 
Building on 5600 Fishers Lane, Rock-
ville, MD, on May 19, 2011.  The event 
was well aƩended, mostly by visitors 
and employees of various Health and 
Human Services agencies housed in the 
Parklawn Building.  InspiraƟonal open-
ing remarks were given by Dr. Seji 
Hayashi, Chief Medical Officer of the 
Bureau of Primary Health Care, Health 
Resources and Services AdministraƟon.  
The keynote speaker, Mrs. Bel Leong-

Hong, founder, president, and Chief 
ExecuƟve Officer of Knowledge Ad-
vantage Incorporated, delivered a  
moƟvaƟng speech that included 
themes of diversity, leadership, and 
empowerment. 
 
On May 21, 2011, the Chinese Culture 
and Community Service Center hosted 
their Semi-Annual Health and Commu-
nity Services Fairs at Tilden Middle 
School in Rockville, Maryland.  It includ-
ed seminars and screenings focused on 
senior health and social issues.  A 
group of 10 PHS officers from the 
APAOC Public RelaƟons SubcommiƩee 

volunteered in this event with the goal 
of reaching out to the community and 
increasing awareness of the US Public 
Health Service (USPHS) to the general 
public.  In addiƟon, some officers pro-
vided translaƟon services to unilingual 
Chinese speakers at the health screen-
ing booths.  The PHS officers received 
many inquires into the funcƟons of the 
USPHS, professions needed in the 
USPHS, and how to join.  AƩendees 
picked up brochures for relaƟves, 
friends, and themselves.  The PHS offic-
ers enjoyed reaching out to the public 
while raising awareness of the USPHS 
presence in the community. 

(L to R) LCDR Ruby Lerner, LCDR Kun Shen, CDR Mei‐Ying Li, CDR ChrisƟna Lee,  
CDR Susannah Wargo, LT Ruiqing Pamboukian, CDR Hyon‐Zu Lee, CDR Alan Ou  

Welcome New COA Members 
LT ChrisƟna A. Andrade, Navajo 
LCDR Brian G. Bearden, Unaffiliated 
LCDR Margaret F. Bevans, Unaffiliated 
LT Lorener E. Brayboy, Central Texas 
LTJG Doreen P. Caneƫ, Greater NY 
LT Terry J. Carnes, Tucson 
LCDR Amy Cason, Unaffiliated 
LT Christopher J. Chevalier, Four Corners 
LT Tracy Christ, North Carolina 
LT Eunice H. Chung-Davies,  
      District of Columbia 
ENS Nicole A. Crosby, InacƟve Reserve 
LT Carmelita Darwin, Navajo 
LCDR Mitesh A. Desai, Atlanta 
LCDR Brian J. Eddy, New England 
LTJG Yah Eshun, North Carolina 
LCDR Charmaine FloƟldes, SoCal 
CAPT Lew Fox, (Ret.), Unaffiliated 
LT Thomas E. Gera, Unaffiliated 
LCDR Lisa Gilliam, Unaffiliated 
LT Tamara J. Henderson, South Florida 

LT Tala Q. Hooban, District of Columbia 
LT Alice A. Hopper, Canyon de Chelly 
LT Joshua S. Hunt, CincinnaƟ 
LT Kathleen R. Klemm,  
      District of Columbia 
LT Nicholas D. Laughton, Tse' Hoot Sooi' 
CDR Hyon-Zu Lee, Unaffiliated 
LCDR Gina Ligonde, Catawba 
CDR Glen D. MacPherson, Unaffiliated 
CDR Robert G. MarieƩa, Unaffiliated 
LT Winona Masquat, Heart of America 
LTJG Sean Y. McMahan, Chicago 
LTJG MaƩhew T. Mergenthaler, Sierra 
LCDR Yoon K. Miller, Atlanta 
LCDR Ericka Murray, Greater Texas 
LT Ian A. Myles, District of Columbia 
LTJG Lisa Nakagawa, Sierra 
LCDR Lucia H. Nascimento, ArcƟc 
CDR Alan Ou, Montgomery County 
LT Rinku Patel, Phoenix 
LTJG Jeremy D. Peacock, Tse' Hoot Sooi' 

LCDR SaƟsh K. Pillai, Atlanta 
LCDR George A. Pourakis, Greater NY 
LCDR Gregory A. Raczniak,  
      Aurora Borealis 
LCDR Angela D. Richardson,  
      District of Columbia 
LT Theresa Rodzevik, Phoenix 
LT Lindsay Sampson, Canyon de Chelly 
LTJG Erik D. Sandvig, Unaffiliated 
LT Eric G. Shell, Ft. Detrick 
LCDR Preston Shumaker, SoCal 
LT Erica J. Sison, Greater NY 
LT Cliffon Y. Smith, District of Columbia 
LT David C. Stecco, Northeast Oklahoma 
LT Sharlene L. Todicheeney, Navajo 
ENS Michael Van Sickle, North Carolina 
LCDR Michael J. Verdugo, Bemidji 
Mr. Brian J. Waterbury, Golden Gate 
LT Doretha M. Wilson, Aberdeen 
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